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AGAM-P  (M)  (9  Feb  68)  FOR  OT  RD-670833  14  February  1968 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  11th 
Armored  Cavalry  Regiment,  Period  Ending  31  July  1967  (U) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  by 
USACDC  in  accordance  x^ith  paragraph  6f,  AR  1-19  and  by  USCONARC  in 
accordance  with  paragraph  6c  and  d,  AR  1-19.  Evaluations  and  cor¬ 
rective  actions  should  be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  within  90  days  of  re¬ 
ceipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure 
appropriate  benefits  in  the  future  from  Lessons  Learned  during  current 
operations,  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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SECTION  I 

1<  (U)  GBHERAL«  >  The  Uth  Amorod  Cavjdry  negiKsnt  continued  oporations 

against  tho  Viot  Cong  in  the  Third  Cor^js  Tactical  Zone  (III  CTZ)  Kith  the  2nd 
Squadron  of  tho  Dlackhorso  Reginent  continuing  to  provide  cavaliy  support  for 
Task  Force  CREGCM  in  the  First  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (I  CTZ)* 

Tho  areas  of  operation  during  this  reporting  period  wore  concentrated- prinaiy 
ily  -in  the  reginont  is’ Tactical  Area  of  Responaibilily  (TACR),  and  Tactical  Area  of 
Interest  (tAOI),  '  Initially,  however,  tho  roginont  (-)  participated  in  Operation 
lIAifflATTAN,  a  nulti-divisional  thrust  into  tho  LO'C  IIRUYEN  Secret  Zone,  long  the 
suspootod  headquarters  of  the  IF  Military  Region.  This  operation,  with  tho  legiraent 
under  operational  control  of  tho  lot  Infantry  Division,  terminated  on  23  ^^ay, 

Cta  tho  26th  of  May,  tho  9th  Infantry  Division  assumed  operational  control 
(CPCOM)  of  tho  Hackhorso  Rogimont.  Tho  OPC'ON  status  was  changed  to  attachment  oh 
1  Juno,  Daring  tho  month  of  Juno,  tho  rogtaont  conducted  counter-insurgency  opera¬ 
tions  in  tho  LOIR  Dim,  DIEN  HOI,  and  PHOUC  TUX  Provinces  of  the-  Republic  of  Vietnam 
(RVN),  It  participated  in  Cpcration  AKR®  under  control  of  tho  9th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision,  and  in  oporation  QUICKSILVER,  in  support  of  the  I8th  ARVM  Division,  which 
continued  into  tho  month  of  July* 

After  a  short  period  of  rest  and  maintenance  following  the  termination  of  QUIC5U 
SILVEl  on  2  July,  tho  1st  Squadron  of  tho  Dlockhorse  Regimant  pyrticipatod  in  Opera¬ 
tion  PilDDIIOTQi'  undor  tho  control  of  tho  1st  Australian  Task  Force,  The  regimont  (-) 
augmented  by  tho  jlRVN  52nd  Ranger  Dattdlicn,  commenced  Cporation  HlPORIiV  on  21  July, 
At  210930H  July  tho  3rd  Squadron,  while  moving  to  tho  eroa  of  operations  (AO),  was 
ambushed  by  a  roinforood  battalion  of  the  275th  VC  Boginiont, 

The  development  of  tho  Dlackhorso  Dase  Comp  continued  on  schedule.  Tho  poil- 
metor  defenses  were  ccmplotod,  as  were  tho  Post  Exchange  and  Army  Post  Office  facil¬ 
ities.  Some  progress  was  made  in  construction  of  pjrmanont  living  quarters  and 
adndnistrativo  buildings  by  self-help  programs.  The  ice  plant  became  functional  on 
a  full  time  basis,  Tho  Tactical  Command  Bunker  was  98?  finished  and  bocarea  oporation 
al  on  31  July,  Improvement  of  perimeter  positions  continued,  and  revetnonts  for  reg¬ 
imental  aircraft  wore  undor  construction.  Tho  airfield  was  approved  for  use  by  USi'JP 
C7A,  thus  providing  fixed-wing  transportation  and  support  for  the  base  camp,  Coiw 
struotion  was  initiated  on  a  finance  caterj  the-  base  cau^  amphitheatre  was  80^ 
oonpleted. 

Units  of  tho  Uth  Armored  Cavaljy  were  continuously  engaged  in  oenbat  operations 
(92  days)  against  the  Viet  Cong,  (Operations  vailod  from  troop  -to  regimental  size 
during  the  quarter, 

A  roglmontal  change  of  command  ceremony  was  conducted  at  the  forward  coia. 
nand  poet  on  0  Kay  1967,  Colonel  Roy  W,  Farley  assumed  oemmand  of  the  Dlackhorse 
Taglraont  from  Colonel  William  W,  Col*,  vMle  the  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  was  partici- 
.ratlng  in  (^ration  MANHATTAN. 

In  July  there  were  changes  in  command  of  both  the  1st  and  3rd  Squadrons,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  HiUman  Dicklnsan  assumed  cemmond  of  the  3rd  Squadron  from  lieutenant 
Colonel  Arthur  F.  Cochran  on  2  July  1967,  Lieutenant  Colonel- Martin  D.  'HovreU  re¬ 
linquished  oemmond  of  the  Ist  Squadron  to  lieutenant  Cplbnol  James  H,  Holt  on  15 
My  1967,  In  addition  Captain  WlUlon  J.  Scharrett  assumed  oemmand  of  the  919th 
Jngineor  Company  on  20  Ja^  ,1967, 

2,  (C)  Personnel  and  AdnAnlstration,. 

a*  Oonorol;  During  the  quarter, -tho  overbU  strength,  of  tho  regiment  ro- 
loihod  ralatlvoly  constant^  While  overaU  an  adequate -nuiabor  of  replaeononts  were 
.-^jcoived,  a  orltiool  shortage  of  off  leers  existed  during  June  and  the  first  half  of 
July, 
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(1)  StrbncMi.- 

(a)  Strongth  figuroo  by  month  aro  as  foUotni 
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(b)  Hospital  Rotumoose  During  the  quarter,  153  porsonnol  vara 
returned  to  duty  after  being  hospitalized*  This  figure  does  not  include  '2nd  Squai- 
•roh  Totumoos,  yho  uore  procosMd  tlirough  Task  Forco  Ci^jgon. 

(c)  Casualties. 
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KOS  Shortages, 

During  the 

last 

port. of  June  and  all  of  July,  the 

nth  Armored  Cavalry  Recent  underHont  a  rxtssivo  DSRCS  huii»  and  thus  experienced 
particularly  liigh.  density  KCS  shortages.  Particularly  sigidfioont  was  the  short- 
-ago  of  HCOs  in  the  grades  of  E~5  ciid-E-6, 

d.  itoplacoiwnts.  Quality  of  roplaoeiwnt  personnel  remaned, liigh. 
■Training  level  of  all  persons  was  acceptable. 

e*  Services* 

(1)  Rolir-ious,  A  total  of  ninety-four  Protestant  services  TOro  hold 
with  hli92  attendees,  Thlr'-y-oight  of  the  sendees  wore  weekday-  sorvices,  Cne 
.hundred'  fourteen  Catiin":  .c  cnrvi,.v,3  -soro  performed,  78  of  then  on  TOekdays,  with  a 
total  attondanca  of  3380.  Thoso  figures  do  not  Ineludo  2nd  Squadron, 

(2)  Rod  Cross.  During  Kay,  Juno  and  July,  a  total  of  01)1  case's  woro 
handlod,  Eifty-ono  loans  woro  procospod,  resulting  in  $97l»5  in  cash  being  loaned 
to  members  of  tiio  rogimont.  Thirty-six  cnorgcncy  loavos  isro  granted, 

(3)  Special  Sor/iecs.  During  this  poried,  first-ruh  movies  v«iv) 
schodulod  cn  -ho  Vietnam  circuit  ahdiore  shotsi  in  troop  areas  and  clubs.  A  covor- 
od  stago  for  USO  and  soldlor  talont  shows  was  erected,  and  a  loudspealcor  system 
provided,  A  lending  li’eraiy  service  wap  provided  \fith  outstanding  results, 

(Jj)  Postal,  postal  operations  during  the  period  improved  and  sorw 
vice  WAS  provided  to  field  locations.  Honey  order  clerks  wore  trar ‘.ported  to 
field  locations  on  a  rotating  basis  and  provided  soxA^.ce  for  all  personnel. 

(5)  Rod  Cross  Clu’eroobilov  .All  units  on  Dl'ackhorso,  Ddso  Cara?  woro 
offered  the  sorviooo  of  the  Clubnobilo,  and  daily  runs  wre  established,.  Club- 
nobilo  eorvico  was  also  provided  to  other  units  using  the  base  can?  as  a  sta^ng 
-area  as  ixjll  as  unitb  in  Xuan  loc  and  Oia  Roy,  The  efforts  of  the  unit-ocm'tinuod 
to  make  signifioant  contributions  to  the  morale  of  men  of  the  Dlackhorsei, 

f ,  Post  Exchange,  The  PX  facility  had  the  following  dollar  voluno  by 
raontht  May  -  079*59,  Juno  -  $177,lt66,68i  July  -  $230,575,214,  Incroasos 

woro  duo  to  expanded  building  facilities,,  an  aggressive  procufeaarit  program,  and 
nord  purchaainB  powor  duo  to  oxcollent  turn-over  in  inventory*  A  pennanont  build¬ 
ing  was  oreotpd  to  .inoreaso  greatly  dvailablo  display  spded*.  '  -  '  ' 

rngO'2. 
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g.  Morale,-  Morale  continued- to  be  high.-  PX  facilities  and  increased 
Special  Services. activities  contributed  to-'this  situation,- 

h.  Infomation  activities.  Throughout  the  period,  infomation  coverage 

for  the  regiment  increased,  and  a  total  of  1211  editcriai,  pictorial,  arid  radio, 
releases  vere  made  during  the  Quarter,.  The  number  of- media  reja-esentatives  -vititr 
ing  the  regtaent  increased,  totaling  •tliirty-'-^ix  arrivals  during  the  three  month 
period.  *  ‘ . 

i.  Awards  and  Decorations.  The  following  awards  and  decorations  were 
processed  during  the  cuart6r  (most  of  those  approved  had  been  initiated' priw  to 
1  Kay  67)s 
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Prisoner?  of  War,  During  the  period,  a  detachment  of  1  officer  and 
IS  enlisted  menfro-m  the  720th  Plilitary  Police  Battalion,  v.’as  located  at  the  Black- 
lorse.Base  Camp  which  greatly  enhanced  tho  security  ftS'.d  transport  of  IW,  The  det- 
actiuent  worked  with  the  SAlst  HI  and  provided  prisoner  security  in  forward  locatione 
ind  In  the  base  camp".  A  ?Oil  ccopound  vjas  constructed  on  the  base  caiap  to  give 
further  security, 

.  k.  Maintenance  of  discipline,  law  and  order. 

(l)  Co^rts•4^artial,  During  the  euartcr,  tho  regiment  processed  the 
following  Ccurta41artial,  by  types 
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(2)  Serious  Incidents,  There  was  ono  serious  incident  reported^ 
involving  a  traffic  accident  between  a  US  military  vehicle  and  a  Vietnenose,' 

(3)  A  general  ihoroase  in  Military  Police  Reports  was  noted,  duo  to 
establishment,  of  formal  . patrols  on  tho  base  camp.  Many  of  the- discrepancies 
had  previously  been  handled  by  tenant  and  lodger  units  and  had  not  forwarded 
through  this  headquarters.  Ho  noticeable  upward  trend  in  incidents  or  violations 
was  discovered, 

■3-,  (c)  IHraUGENCBs 

a,  .VC  Activity:  The  Uth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  continued,  throughout 
‘the  quarter  to  operate  at  will  within  VC  controlled  .areas  and  base  camps.  There 
wore  four  major  operations  which  tobk-tho  Blackhorso- Regiment  into  the  heart  of 
the  VC  dominated  areas  in  Vfar  Zone  "C",  the  HAT  DICH  Secret  Zone,-  MAY  TAG  Gocrat 
Zone,  and  for  the  first  time  into  War  7;ono  "D",  During  those  and  other  foperations^ 
•th’o-'VC'-roacted  with  sporadic  dofensb  and  harassment,  -In  addition  there  were  Wo  ■ 
major  ambU8hoB,.  ono’ on  National  Highway  I  on  210850H  May,  vicinity  OT572063  to. 
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1T5S6o62  end  the  other  Ifcticnol  Kighvay  20  on  2109lj0>.  July,  vJ.cinity  yrl}353i7  to 

Trli30307.  There  vfero  two  mortar  attacks  and  one  jpround  attack  conducted  against  the  ' 
Dlackhorso  Regimont  during  the  quarter.  To  counter  the  pressure  exerted  by  the 
M^ckhorse  Regiment,  the  VC  employed  trines,  R?G*‘2,  and  .small  arms  fire  in  increasing 
intensity  to  thwart  the  allied  advanco.  Diaring  the  period  thort  were  ttenty-tiJO 
mining  incidents,',  thirty-seven  incidents  of  small  tras  fire,  eight  instances  of  auto¬ 
matic  woaporis  fire,  seven  instances  of  recoilloss  rifle  or  RFG-2  rocket  launcher 
fire,  throe  instances  of  rifle  gMnado  employment,  nine  claymore  incidents,  four 
morto  attacks,  and  twelve  accounts  of  aircraft  receiving  small  arms  or  automatic 
weapons  firo.  Despite  the  increased  number  of  VC  initiated  incidents,  the  regiment 
suffered  oiily  light  personnel  casualties  and  Vehicle  damage  l 

(1)  During  Operation  MMJHATTjUli  which  terminated  on  1202301!  May,  enemy 
contact  v:as  light  and  sporadic,  primarily  chal'actariaod  by  mining  and  RPO-2  inci™ 
dents,  Minos  wore  employed  most  frequently  iil  areas  which,,  because  of  vegetation  or 
relief,  banoliaod  moohanizod  movement.  The  ilicroasing  frequency  with  which  nines 
and  AT  vroapons  wore  encountered  indicates  an  enhanced  capability  to  counter  armored 
units  by  delaying  movomont  and  inflicting  casualties,  Durihg  the  operation,  nuner^ 
ou's  lightly  defended  base  camps  and  sup.cly  fcadhes  were  found,  of  which  two  in  parw 
ttcular  netted  the  regiment  a  wealth  of  VC.bimu^tlon,  Oa  6  May,  the  roginontal  com¬ 
mand  post  arid  trains  Area  redeivod  a  mortav  attpbk  of  sixty  rounds.  There  were 
several  instances  of  contact,  all  with  small  Coll-sisod  elements  primarily  from  the 
8lst  Rear  Service  Group  protecting  the  base  c&vps  and  supply  caches  in  the  area, 

Snoray  porsonrol  losses  for  tlio  oporttion  wore  fifty-tv7o  VC  KL\  (DC),  fifteen  KIA 
(POSS)  and  olovoh  PVfsi  Ertcniy  aims  and  equipment  captured  included  twenty  small  arms, 
226  gronhdoB,  flVo  RPb-2  launchers,  133,603  rounds  of  small  arms,  It28  mortar  rounds, 
oloyon  IirG~2  bounds,  thirty  antitank  mines  and  100  timo  bombs  (explosive  charges  wltl 
clocks  wired  into  tlio  electrical  detonating  system),  Uicro  i.'oro  90o  fortifications 
and  187  small  structures  dostroyod  and  there  wore  throe  pounds  of  grain,  137,7  tons 
of  rice,  and  sovonty-fivo  tons  of  salt  lecatod, 

(2)  Operation  KrTTf  HAWK  was  rosumod  121200H  May,  with  only  one  major 
enemy  contact,  Cn  21  Hay,  a  platoon  siaod  element  (seven  AGWs,  one  tank,  one  ^ 
ton  truck,  one  h  ton  truck)  from  the  3rd  Squadron  ve.3  CEibushod  by  an  estimated  reinf 
forced  VC  Dattalion  (believed  to  be.  but  not  confirmod  from  the  27!jth  VC  Regimont) 
vicinity  11572063  to  iT556062.  VC  losses  were  twenty-eight  KIA  (DC),  two  Kdk  (BC), 
five  KDA  (POSS),  Cn  20  Kay,  Troop  K,  3rd  Squadron,  at  GIA  Il\l  Rock  Quarry  received 
fifteen  rounds  of  mortar  fire  (estimated  82inn),  All  of  the  rounds  landed  outside 

of  the  porimotnr,  and  there  ware  no  casualties  or  damage, 

(3)  The  1st  Squadron,  attached  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  partici¬ 
pated  in  Operation  DAiLUS  from  11  May  to  27  .'’ay,  marking  the  first  timo  elements  of 
the  nth  Armored  Cavalry  Regimont  entered  War  Zone  “D",  During  the  operation,  one 
significant  contact  was  made  rdth  dJjomonts  of  the  273rd  VC  Regiment  resulting  in 
eleven  VC  KI/i  (DC).,  Mechmiacd  movomont  iii  the  area  of  operation  vras  good  to  excel¬ 
lent  except  in  the  eastern  sector  Tiioro  dense  forest  and  numerous  streams  canalized 
movement.  Total  onony  personnel  losses  wore:  nineteen  VC  KL\  (DC),  throe  KL\ 

(POSS),  EquliTO.-t  captured  included  four  small  arms,  two  automatic,  weapons,  thirty- 
one  grenades,  two  Rl’0^2  laurrchors,  3?«3  tons  of  rice  emd  .75  tons  of  salt. 

(Ij)  eporntion  /iKRON  found  the  normally  woll  occupied  VC  liVT  DICH  Secret 
Zone  very  lightly  dofondeU,  Cn  19  Jiuw,  the  VC  once  again  displajod  their  ability 
to  attack  allied' forces  by  conducting  i  ocuntoiwswoop  action  consisting  of  a. ground, 
mortar,  and  rocoilV.oso  rifle  attack  by  elements  of  the  Ist  Dattalion,  27hth  VC  Regi¬ 
ment  reinforced  with  heavy  weapons..  Tlio  attack  was  made  against  tlio  3rd  Squadron, 
Coimnand  Post  and  fire  support  base  and  rcsultod  in  fifty-six  VC  KL\  (DC).  Goner^ly,, 
mochanizod  movomont  varied  from  fair  to  good,  being  restricted  primarily  by  streams, 
which  canalized  movement,  and  areas  of  dense  jungle,  'Enemy .pqrsonnol -losses  for  the 
oporstion  wore  sixty-fiyo  KL\  (DC)  jind  throe  VC  Pi'H’B,'  Equipaent  capturpd  f 

wasi  tliirty-throo  small  arms,,  five  RPC-2o,  100  grenades,  22,335  rtunds  of  small 
arms,  five  rocoilloss  rifle  rounds,  ton  RPG-2  rounds,  and  thirtoon  antitank  mines. 
There  wore  66l  fortifications,  and  forty-four  small  structures  destroyed.  There  war: 
lli,3  tons  -of  rice  and  ,8  tons  of  s^t  located, 

•  (5)  Operation  HHPCSU/,  took  the  Dlaclthorso  Regiment  north  along  Jlational 
Highway  20  to^tho  Corps  boundary  on  a  read  clearing  mission.  On  21O9i*0H  July,  L 
Troop,  3rd  Squadron  moving  north  on  Highway  20  on  a  road  clearing  operation  was  am¬ 
bushed  by  olbnonts  of  the  2nd  and  3rd  Dattallons,  275th  VC  Rogin»nt  and  the  D800  Pro- 
vinoiol  Itain  Foroo  Battalion  from  vioinity  XTl»33i^7  to  111*30307,  L  Troop,  received 
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rocoUloss  riflo  and  cncll  araa  end  autcnatic  voayoiw  firo  fron  lH)  h  *ho 

rood*  Contact  vas  broken  at  12301!}  vlth  ninoty^six  VC  KL\  (DC)  and  ona  (HIA)« 

b*  VC  lossosi 

(1)  roroonnol:  262  KI.\  (DC),  ton  KDA  (DC),  thirtyrSOTOh  SBV  (PCSS), 
oaven  IWi  (POSS),  oi(Jity^two  dotainoosj  tialvo  Pa-Jsi  four  (5IIEU  HOIc,  tvsjatj’uaso 
civil  dofondents,  forty-five  innocent  civiliana, 

(2)  Wcapans  end  juaaunition;  Ba  «  threo}  Sutanchineguns  ■»  five; 
chinoguns  -  twoj  HPG-2  launchara  -  13j  carbinss  -  llj  rifles  -  19j  pistols  -  2; 

STnn  Itecoillcss  Riflo  «  2j  ffiLtai  Mrtar  tubo  —  onoj  1>»79  grensdo  iaunchor  -  throe} 
500  lb  benb  ••  cnoj  claynores  -  13}  hand  grenades  -  ljl7}  AT  nines  -  65j  ssall  eras 
erasuniticn  -  ll»7,3CO  rounds}  RPG-2  rounds  -  197}  nortar  rounds  o  IjTl}  rifle  gK>» 
nados  -  153}  tirabcsibs  -  100}  blasting  ca?>3  -  3,250}  TAT  -  ll»0  Ibs}  C3  •!  7$  lbs} 
artillory  rounds  «  tonj  14k)  nachinagun  barrel  ••  orji}  OU  bcsiblcts  -  3?i  7Ss3 
.RocoiUoss  Rifle  romds  ~  eight}  57cn  RecoUlcss  Rifle  rounds  »  t;io. 

(3)  Poodstaffss  Forty-threo  tons  rico,  8o5  tens  salt,  1^0  lbs  pea™- 
nuts,  7}200  lbs  beans,  ton  lbs  nool,  soven  gallons  cookang  oil. 

(Ij)  ia.scellanaousj  Six  oxen,  six  oxcarts,  ItU  lbs  doeusents,  6?  lbs 
clothing,  twen-^  roars  Kriting  pr^ar,  fiftoon  rolls  viro,  ono  sand  table,  threo 
trucks,  csio  buUdezer,  ono  ssidng  xaachino.  nineteen  lbs  nodical  stnplics,  fourteen 
bicycles,  bicydo  parts,  one  barber  set,  b!:00  lbs  canent,  one  gas  sask,  t«o  foot¬ 
bridges,  ori3  rico  niU,  thirty-tuo  sheets  roofing  tin,  one  outboard  notor,  ei^ 
clocks,  fifteen  xatchas,  ton  lorga  bolts  of  canvas  cloth,  seventy-savea  shovel 
beads, "four  radios,  thirty-tuo  battoriss,  orirt  typexadtor,  seven  saapans,  thirty- 
five  punjl  pits,  threo  nodical  kies,  seventeon  tunu^,  1025  bunkers,  352  foxholes, 
125  structures,  and  six  corter  positions. 

c.  IntcUigonco  Sources  t 

(1)  A  taa^tlng  stud^/  nas  conducted  of  Viet  Cong  facilities  fciuid 
during  C^oraticn  AKROK  in  the  "KiS  DICK"  Secret  Zcnc,  Thera  vere  forty  installo- 
tions  provided  in  the  intelligcnco  bulletin  and  of  these,  txaniy  four  ■tare  found 
to  fall  within  500  ncters  of  tha  suspected  Iccaticaj  These  facilities  inoludad 
fortificatloDS,  besa  areas,  training  areas,  food  caches,  and  aiscellaaacus  ord¬ 
nance,  signal  and  cedical  instaHations,  A  ccrrxuriscn  of  each  of  thesa  locations 
with  previously  Tsoortod  intelligenca  infonvntioa  shows  that  6o^  of  the  Tiispcctcd 
locations  fell  within  a  160  to  200  xater  average  distcnca  fren  tha  suspected  givan 
location,  A  siailor  study  was  conducted  ccRparir^  suspected  enssy  loa:1ion3  with 
tha  actual  locations  found  on  Operatioa  K.'JjE'iT2.uI,  Cf  the  lOS  given  Ixscc.cicns, 
forty-two  (33/5)  wore  found  to  fall  within  500  setors  of  tho  actual  Iccatl.cn.  The 
average  fistanw  of  radial  error  (100  to  130  iseters)  was  significantly  lose  ’shen 
cohered  with  160  to  ^  rater  radial  error  found  cn  Cperatiea.ASRG!,  Slio  ccav 
relatioa  is  still  hi^  enough  to  warrent  detailed  consideration  of  the  VC  InstaL- 
laticn  list  ^djcn  targotlng  for  or  searching  during  an  operation, 

(2)  RED  RVZS;  Pad  Hawo  still  preves  useful  in  detecting  VC  units, 
baso  and  rest  areas.  There  has  been  a  noticeablo  lack  of  significant  returns  in 
tho  Dlackhorso  D'vCR  and  areas  of  operation  during  the  quarter,  partly  duo  to  th) 
laabor  of  nisoions  aborted  because  of  bad  weather  and  the  possibility  that  the  VC 
laay  have  altered  their  cooking  hours  to  counter  Red  Ease  detection,  A  change  in 
mission  tines  will  bo  tried  in  the  faturo  to  detezudno  if  better  results  can  be 
obtained, 

(3)  SLult  During  the  quarter  nuiurous  5IAR  Kisslons  were  flown  but 
COM  again  bod  -.'oather  caused  sene  nissions  to  aborted.  Readings  received  pro¬ 
vided  possiblo  1  )oaticns  for  iM  fires* 

(li)  PEpcOGRAPffij  Utilization  cf  the  hand  hold  creora  with  telephoto 
lens,  aequirou  lest  quarter^  has  proven  to  bs  r.  valubuLe  asset  to  the  roginent 
throughcTttt  tho  quarter,  providing  spot  phetegraphy  on  a  noro  tiKcly  basis  than  bo- 
Xoro*  Tho  9th  infantry  Division  orgonio  aerial  photographic. capability  previdod 
raild  rasponso  to  oporational  and  intelligence  gathoring  processes  for  too  raginont 
during  Qporation  AiUlOH,  KITIT  HW,  ar.d  B{?CRL\, 
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(5)  Durinj;  the  latter  i«art  of  this  tuarter  an  adoltionnl  intellirance 
gathorint  source  vaa  i-^cJe  available  t»  the  rori».at.  This  tais  a  "People  Snifier", 
a  device  shich  detects  personnel  concentrations  by  lAesy.rinp  the  anount  of  a;.'jonia 
in  the  air.  This  additional  soiirce  has  beta. used  almost  daily  vith  outstanding 
recoits*  decause  of  its  hifh  rcliaoility,.  future  plans- call  for  its  extensive  use, 
particularly  in  covorin;  convoys  in  v-xota  areas,.- alonf  bnoun.VC  lines  of,  conmn- 
ications,  suspected  base  caiip  areas,-' laid  rallying  points.. 


(6)  P.;  and  Documents:  Hapid  interrogation  and  disseunaticn  of  F; 

inforuition  aid.,-d  in  the  identification  end  location  of  ensny  units  and  facilities. 
!Jal  tiers,  v/hen  used  tdthin  aroas  with  i:hich  they  are  fan^ar,.  prove-d  useful  and 
profitable  in -locating  VC  instaIla,tions  ;nQ  facilities.. 


(?)  /.gent  reports:  Theso  raperts  constituted  the  bulk  of  intelligence 
reports  received  by  the  reFirK.nt.  Tne  rajority  of  these  reports  i-vr-e  of  doubtful 
value  unless  corroborated  other  intellig_nce  sources. 

Ij3  (C)  Coabat  Operations 
a.  General 

(1)  Background:  Cr.  22  april,  the  2niJ  Scuadron  lusved  to  join  Task 
Fccce  CiLt.XCit,  par  Operation  Plan  ul,GCu  1-Cl,  H.cdt-uarters,  Task  Force  CUXCK, 
dated  10  f.arch  1967  (See  Lap  Section  III,  inclesuiv  2}.  Base  Cacp  security,  pro¬ 
vided  principally  by  the  tenant  units  irA  the  rorii...ntal  rear  det;.ch:.ent,  '.ias 
assisted  by  th_  3rd  3qu-adron,  5th  Cavalry,  9ta  lafantiy  Division.  Gperaticn  Knk- 
..i.TT.’.H  co.-a.Ajnce'd  on  23  npril  ith  th.  regit-nt  {-)  under  th-  opwratioaal  cc.utrol 
of  the  let  Infantry  Division  frou  the  previous  operation  (See  orfynisational  struc¬ 
ture,  Section  HI,  inclo5ur<.  A),  JVnCTiCJ!  CHI'  II,  vldch  tercsXiated  15  .'.pril.  The 

regiment’s  general  pl..nning  guidance  vas  provided  oy  11  field  Force  Vietnaa,  Let-  | 

ter  of  Instruction  (LOI  7-66)  II  FrO-iC^V  cacnaign  plan  for  1967.  | 

(2)  Kay:  At  the  bugirining  of  th*  reporting  pSried,  the  regirsnt  (-)  I 

continued  Opsraticn  HAriKATTAK  (See  r.ap.  Section  HI,  inclosure  3),  a  search  and  | 

destroy  operation,  in  the  LtSCG  SCDinS  Secret:  Zone,  The  1st  and  3rd  Squadrons  led  ^ 

the  nilti-divisional  force,  again  pi‘ovir.g  the  versatility  of  the  alacl^.orse  3eg- 

icint  by  the  penetration  of  jungle  terrain  heretofore  accessible  only  to  infantry 
troops,  3-acause  the  enety  was  continually  pursued,  he  vas  not  able  to  concentrate 
his  forces  for  a  najor  -issault  s^n  th.-  amor  columns.  In  fact,  the  arcored  cav¬ 
alry  forces  were  able,  in  cany  instances,  to  seize  and  destroy 'ene::?  base  caops, 
food  and  amunitic.i  cav.'-.s  vdth  fcrf  tasualiies  beiause  of  the.  haste  of  the  Viet 
Cong  (VC)  dopartare.  Tie  eaploytcni  of  satisration  acdu’shes  as  well  as  stay  behird 
and  sniper  patrols  proved  to  be  ver^  successful  in  s^irpricing  the  cnery  when  he 
returned  to  a  base  area  after  the  sm-ep  jtas  completed.  (See  cenbat  after  action 
report.  Section  HI,  inclcsure  8) 

Upon  tcra’inaoion  o:.'  MaK;..'fT»iS  cm  12  Kay,  the  regii.9nt  (-)  roadmarched  back  to 
Slackhorse  under  tlv,-  operational  control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  On  reach¬ 
ing  base  cacip  -.r.  May,  the  roginent,  now  minus  both  the  1st  and  2r.d  Squadrons, 
resumed  Opuratlan  KUTf  HAUK,  a  continuing  operation  witain  the  regicent’s  Tact-lcal 
Area  of  Interest  (TAOI)  (See  cap,. Section  III,  inciosuros  1  end  3).  Operation 
KUTf  ItVflK  was  initiated  15  February  1967  imder  guidance  provided  by  II  FFOaCdV 
Campaign  Plan  for  1967. 


Meanwhile,  the  lot  Squadron,  now  under  operational  control  of  the  1st  Brigade, 
lot  Infantry  Division,  was  preparing  for  Operation  DALLAS  which  began  on  17  May. 
This  was  a  search  and  destroy  operation  and  v;as  the  first  Blackhorse  venture  into 
War  Zone  "D",  The  Ist  Squadron  participated  in  Operation  DALLAS  until  26  Kay  and 
reverted  to  regimental  control  on  27  Kay,  (See  combat  after  action  report.  Section 
III,  inclosure  9) 

Cr.  21  Kay,  the  Ist.  Platoon,  Team  X,  was  anbusHed  by  a  reinforced  Viet  Cong 
battalion  approximately  one  Idloneter  v/est  of  EUOI  CAT  (YT5906).  Team  K  was  pro¬ 
viding  security  for  an  element  of  the  595th  ahgineer  Ccsspany  at  the  Gin  RaY  Rock 
Quarry,  (YT6309),  as  port  of  Operation  KITTY  HAiAC.  The  1st  Platoon,  at  the  time 
of  the  ambush,  was  conducting  a  resupply  rim  along  National  Highway  1  and  Inter¬ 
provincial  Route  Zi  (See  Section  111,  Inclosure  11,  Ambush  After  Action  Report) 
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1 3)  JiuKi  Burins  this  nsntb,  tho  Uth  /jnorod  tovclry  Eegisent  (-) 
conducted  counterlnsur^ncy  oparatiens  in  tha  LGX;  KOI  ai^  ?HU0C  TOY 

Provinces  of:  the  Republic  of  Viother:!  Operation  .iKRQi!  Tias  initiated  on  9  Jane  by^ 
the  9th  Ihfentxy  vith  tho  Uth  /iroorod  Cavalry  attached,  to  sack  oat  and  dastrey  Viet 
Cong  and  Iforth  Viotneaeso  irisy  {WA)  Forces  in  the  "STJ  DICH"' Sacred  Zone*  Pai^ 
ticipating  forces  under  operational  control  cr  direct  sipuort  to  tho  31ac5d:orsc  ware 
3pd  Squadron,  5th  Cavalry  (-),  35th  iianger  Battalion  (ARilil),  52nd  Henger  Battalion 
(AR7H),  and  elesonts  of  tho  9th  BiviSicn  irtilleryi  Contact  throap^iout  the  cperatici 
was  ^^radic  with  a  laajor  contact  vfith  clcsants  of  tha  27Uth  yc  Hegiirait  on  29  Bune. 
Shis  ongagewsnt,  callod  tho  Bims  of  SLOPS  30,  began  bt  190U$i  Juno,  -Aon  deaantff 
of  tho  1st  Battalion,.  27ltth  VC  HoglKont,  reinforced  with  heavy  wesoons,  initiated  a  ^ 
sorter^  .roccdllcss'  liflo  and  greand  attack  against  tha  3rd  Squadrea  Cccnand  Post  (CP, 
^lnd  Hro  Support  Patrol  Basa  secured  ty  Troop  K  (Sac  Secticn  HI,  iinnax  H  to  Ihclb» 
sure  10,  Dattlo  of  Slope  30)1  Tho  ro^icstit  terraratod  participation  in  Cporatica 
iXROn  on  27  June  (Sdo  ccRbat  eftar  action  l^ort.  Section  m,  inclosura  10),  ' 

Cn  tha  sdao  day,  iha  Ist  Squadron  was  cfr=d.ttcd  to  reinforce  olemnts  of  tbo 
l8th  JffiVl!-  nivi^.:a»  In  Qpcratioh  QIICKSH/ISR.  Tho  Division  had  Icanched  an  at¬ 
tack  earlier  in  the  day  in  order  to  disrupt  the  advance  of  two  battclions  of  the  275 
th  VC  Bogiiaent  which  had  crossed  the  DQS  Jlil  Rivor  frenWar  Zene  “D“  (113^325) » 
Forces  under  tie  operational  control  oT  the  rogisKat  (-)  were  2nd  Sati^ch,  39th 
Infantiyi  ith  Battalion,  39th  lisfaatry;  1st  Dattalica,  Uth  irtiUciy  (-)j  B  Battery; 
2nd  Dattaiiciii  35th  ^IrtiUcry;  and  Troop  A,  3rd  Squadrca,  5th  Cavalry,  Bering  tho  ■ 
operation:  the  1st  Squadron  secured  the  cir  lending  and  extraction  of  elcacnts  of 
the  iod  Battalion,  39th  Infantry  and  acadusted  aggrossivo  search  and  destroy 
tiorUil  Tho  1st  Squedren  also  secured  two  Firs  Support  basas  (?S3)  during  the  opero- 
tlco,  Tha  ontiro  cporati<xi  was  perferaed  in  conjunction  with  the  l6th  AS7U  Dlvisicnl 
The  ^ose  coordination  betwoon  tho  CS  end  JliVlI  i^ts  resulted  in  extensive  and  pre- 
fitablo  use  of  PQ7  and  (HIBu  HOI  as  guides  ta  cnexy  positions* 


Tho  Uackhorso  Roginsnt  (-)  continued  f^ratica  aISTX  EiKS  poricdically  thictt£j> 
out  tho  Bonth  of  Juno*  This  censisted  of  road  elooriiis  (ROABHtBCSR)  c^ratiens  a- 
long  Ihtlonal  Highways  1  and  20,  latcrprovirxial  Route  2,  anl  search  and  dosticy  cp- 
eratiens  in  tho  Blacldicrsa  Tactical  Area  of  Intercfffc  (TACT)*  Major  eshasis  was 
placed  on  tho  Rovolntionaty  DavelopBant  ?rogr»,  cordon  and  search  qperaticas  in  acs- 
lets  and  vlUages,  the  Kedical  Civic  Program  (KESCfi?)  and  other  civic  actica  projects 

(1»)  Julyi  Tha  faginsnt  (-)  coatlnuad  direct  s:^ort  of  tho  16th  AKVK 
Division  in  Operation  OOICKSILVEl  u^U  it  was  tor-inated  cn  2  July,  Tho  1st  Squad¬ 
ron  dosed  Dlookhorse  Oaso  Cbcq>  at  d2l901H  July. 

FbUewing  a  short  poried  for  rest  and  saintenance,  the  1st  Squadron  naved,  undor 
tbo  oporaticnal  control  of  tho  1st  Australian  Task  Foroo,  on  8  July  to  participate 
in  Cpcraiico  r>uH;Iitii£0;J.  This  operation,  of  Eulti-brlgade  sice,  was  conducted  ly  tho 
9th  Infcntiy  Divisicn  in  orjijuaction  vith  tho  1st  Australian  Task  Fcrco  and  G7N  for¬ 
ces*  Initially,  the  Ist  Squadron  conducted  a  tactical  roadaarcb  fren  KBG  GIAO  (IS 
I»39?)  to  XUI  DAT  (XS!(357},  Cta  10  July,  they  nade  tte  naln  attack  up  route  329  (vie 
1S7079}  mile  two  battalions  of  the  1st  Bde,  9th  Infantry  Division,  occupied  blcclo- 
Ing  potions  southeast  of.K<x:to  329,  and  ^  unite  of  tiuj  1st  Australian  Task  Force 
ocoqd.od  blocking  positions  oast  of  iha  attacking  Ist  Squadron.  Qa  11  July  after 
securing  their  objoctlvo,  the  1st  Sqoadrcn  linked  :q>  with  tha  R7K  Karines*  Ztoy 
eootlnned  to  su^^ort  the  Karines  and  conduct  clearing  and  securing  jaissions  along 
Route  329  until  l5  July, 

cn  15  July,  the  1st  Squadron  toialnatod  participation  in  Operation  PADDIKSXCH 
and  rovertod  to  zoglBentcl  control. 

Operation  BS^IA  was  initiatad  220700H  July  with  the  3rd  Squadron  conducting 
a  eroad  nereb  along  Xatlonol  ifighway  20  to  secure  engineer  route  clearing  operations. 
it  210935H  July  the  Squadrca  was  ardxshed  by  olenants  of  the  2nd  and  3rd  Battalions, 
275th  VC  RegineBb  reinf oread  hy  olcaents  of  the  D0?G  IDI  (d830  Provinclsl  Main  Force) 
Battalion,  Contact  was  broken  at  2II110H  July  resulting  in  96  VC  KZA  (BC),  US  los¬ 
ses  were  fourteen  killed  by  hostile  action  (KE/V)  and  f erty-seven  wounded  by  hostile 
action  (RBil),  This  operation  continues  at  the  end  of  tbo  report^  period, 

(5)  KisceUanoonst  Plans  wera  inltictod  to  iaprova  the  defensive  pos¬ 
ture  of  Vletnaasse  Roglonal  and  Popular  Pbrees  (RF/PF)  facilities  uithin  the  TAOI  by 
prcfvldine  barrier  naterisls,  ooutunications  and  ready  xoaotica  forces.'  Operation 
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KI'T!  "V.A  conliiucd  KrindicrllY  ic.'ia:*  cts-irc  rccarti-v'  rcrioa,  l-cra-'sol 
ezpbzais  tes  been  rlacea  in  the  latter  part  of  this  cjartcr  on  RevolutienaiT’ 
Derelopeent  throu?h  the  nse  o?  hSIXlrir  cad  ether  civic  ae^on  progrars,  Continr 
ued  ea^ihasis  vUl  be  j^ced  on  the  Hevoluticn?J7  Developcxnt'  Trograo. 

b.  Sngiccer  Activities. 

I 

(1)  Cchbat  Stq^rt.  Ccebat  Zeginaer  scepert  for  tas  regineat  vas 
provided  pid^ipally  by  the  919th  Snelnser  Co:=jany  (Arcorbdy  -vith’the  lirdted 
^sietarxe  pnniced  by  the  27th  Engineer  Sattalion  (C). 

During  the  first  ■wseic  in  liiy,  dersats  of  the  919th  Engineer  Cqsrany  were 
still  engaged  in  Operation  HiSATTAH,  The  2st  and  3rd  Platoons  were  supporting 
the  nth  rjsoTsd  Cavalry  Hegisint,  uhlch  vas  attached  to  the  1st  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision.  The  2f3d  Platoon  vas  suj^rting  the  1st  Scaadsoa,  4th  Cavalry  of  the  1st 
Infantry  Divisioa.  Tnese  search  and  destroy  ccerations  were  centered  around  DAD 
UESC  and  UZ  SS. 

The  platoons  found  one  tdne  of  unsetomined  origin  and  a  250  pound  bosh  and 
155aB  round  vhich  had  been  recovered  by  the  enccy  cad  uwd  as  nines. 

The  1st  Platoon  destroyed  155  fortified  positions,  uhich  consisted  of  tvo 
and  four  ssn  foxholes.  Upon  temination  of  C-peration  Khl^TISS,  on  11  Kay  1967, 
the  conpany  aoved  back  to  Blackhorsc  Base  Cane. 

In  Juno  the  919th  Engineer  Correny  'with  cleaento  of  ahe  595ih  Engineer  Coa- 
papy,  27th  Engineer  Bettolion,  and  the  15th  Engineer  Battalion  ms  vigorously  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  land  clearing  operation  near  GIA  EAY.  The  canbined  ensdneer  force 
cleared  approriratoly  150  acres  of  heavily  forested  land. 

Darir^  Operation  PAi>DI?E'I0?5  (8-15  ealy),  cenbat  suppert  consisted-  of  bunker 
destruction,  cine  sweeping  and  building  of  fords  in  support  of  search  and  destroy 
olssions.  FoUoving  PADOEViSDS  the  ^19th  Engineer  Corjpany  assisted  in  the  duV't- 
clopcicnt  of  Blackhorse  Base  Cacp  until  the  21st  of  July  Hh-an  the  cocgsny-  (-) 

Tiovcd  out  on  Operation  3J0niA.  While  ecploycd  along  Highvny  20  (Yli633)  in 
support  of  the  Blackhorsc  Rcgicont,  the  ileadquartcrs  of  the  919th  Engineer  Co:^  • 
pany  suppUed  aateriel  for  the  Hegicnal  and  Popular  Forces  cuiposts  along  the 
hi^way. 

Tne  1st  Platoon,  in  support  of  the  1st  Squadron,  vas  eaployed  ,in  reinforcing 
the  highway,  vicinity  ZT354^5.  The  3rd  KLatooa,  919th  Engineer  Cenpany,  sup¬ 
porting  the  3rd  Squadron,  isupplicd  the  HF/FF  vith  caterial  and  assisted  then  in 
constructing  positions  along  Kighvay  20.  Ifeterial  used  consisted  of  110  rolls  of 
concert^.  65,000.-2^!idbags,  cighty^long  pickets  and  twenty  shora  pickets.  In 
addition,  the  3rd  Platoon  stocked  168  rolls  of  concertina  wire,  160  long  pickets,, 
sixty  short  pickets  and  20,000  sandbags  in  the  sub-sector  advisors  headquarters. 

During  each  of  these  operations,  a  snail  dotachnent  fron  the  919th  Snginiar 
Coa-any  renained  at-ELackhorsc  to  assist  in  the  dcvelopsent  and  tettement  of 
the  base  canp.  This  rear  detachment  coipletcd  the  Rogicental  Thctical  Operiticns 
Center,  three  sesd-pemanent  buil.dings  for  the  Air-Cavalry  ‘froop,  a  Regiw  atal 
Replacencnt  School- and  the  Headquarters  and  Hcadqmrters  Troop  Supply  haoa, 

(2)  Base-Dcvelopnent:  Progress  on  the  base  cacp  continued  to  aov» 
bn  schedule  in  spite  of  the  loss  of  engineer  resources  during  the  quarter  for 
tactical  missions.  Tho  27th  Engineer  Battalion,  along. with  eleirents  of  the  919th 
Engineer  Congsany,  continued  to  provide  the  engineer  assets  necessary  for  tho 
develqpoent  of  the  base  camp; 

The  Rogiaental  Hcadquartors,  Tbctical  Operations  Center  and  liuserous -other 
administrative  buildings,  to  include  the  Army  Post  Office,  Post  Exchange-  and  a 
Finance  Office,  -were  completed  during  this  quarter.  The  camp  drainage  systsn, 
tt  m^or  irgxjrtance  during  this  monsoon  season,  -was  completed,  Work  continued  on 
■the  drainage  ditches  in  the  form  of  reshaping  and  repairing  whenever  necessai-y, 
BOQ  facilities  for  the  Regimental  Headquarters  were,  completed  and  are  odcupied.- 
Jfesshalls  have  been  erected,  ard  a  total  of  thirty-six  billets  Vfsre  coaploted. 

One  more  hospital  ward  was  finished.  The  logistical,  support  element  had.  thr.eo 
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iMTgt  sapply  sheds,  one  vegetable  shed,  cae  ccndiscnt  ^orc  asd.omce,  tuo  direct 
eacchenfls  and  self-service  facilities  arid  one  repair  parts  bailding'  erected  during 
the  quarter.  These  add.  srcatlj  to  their  ability  to  support  tho  reciaent. 


an  operational  ice  plant,  started  last  quarter,  vas  cccrtLetcd,  Water  cco- 
tinues  to  be  provided  by  a  spring  fed  lake.  During  this  quarter  3,125,758  ^Uocs 
•of  potable  water  were  cansuiaed;  of  this  total  there  were  784>796  gallons  consused 
ia  Xay>  970,362  ^lUous  in  June  and  1,370,600  g^oos  u  July. 

c.  Chesical. Activities. 

(1)  Defediation  end  clearing.  The  area  of  Katio^ial  Houte  2  along 
Hill  300  (114301)  and  the  ceEsetery  {irt403)  about  5  k=  froa  the  Blackhcrse  Base 
Caap  have  been  cleared  using  K132  Flascthrcwcrs.  Both  of  these  areas  offered 
good  conccalacnt,  and  were  frequented  br  snipers  and  used  for  nine  capdaccsent. 

For  a  Bare  persistent  effect  these  two  areas  arc  presently  being  defoliated.  The 
growth  around  the  Gd^  Ray  Hock  Quarry  vas  such  that  the  Viet  Cong  could  easily 
novc  close  to  the  periseter  undetected.  This  pcriBcter  has  been  defoliated.  The 
defoliation  of  the  Blacdchcrse  Base  Casp  pcrinctcr  in  order  to  provide  a  core 
effective  field  of  firc-is  a  continuing  operation. 

(2)  CS  Drops.  The  ChccdciiL  iicetim  and  13rd  Chcsic^  Detachuent 
portlcipatcd  in  no  RCA  drops  during  the  reporting  period, 

(3)  Explosive  Ordnance  Disposal.  Although  this  is  not  a  priaary 
function  of  the  33rd  Chcnical  Dctachacnt,  the  detachsent  has  rendered  safe  or 
exploded  various  camitions  as  a  service  tc  the  units  on  the  Blackhcrse  Base  Canp. 
The  list  of  ednitlcns  include  >r79  rounds,  a  3/4  tun  Truck  load  of  -various  unusable 
aoBunitions,  and  a  dnaaged  Clapsorc  liine  rendered  safe.  The  cnepy  omitions  ren¬ 
dered  safe  included  12  grenades,  2  rifle  grenades,  .1  large  Claysorc  Bine,  2  para- 
dnta  type  grenades,  and  2  RP&-2  Rocket  Launcher  rourids. 

(4)  Training  Conducted  by  the  33rd  Chcaical  Dctacrer.eat,  The  det- 
aehaent  ccriductcd  training  for  new  rcplacccents  on  CBR  operations  and  oquipnent 
that  is  being  used  in  the  Republic  of  VidtnaB.  This  training  includes  conducting 
a  gas  chajibcr  exorcise  for  rcplaccscnts  as  an  opportunity  to  fit  ar^  test  the  ■ 
operation  of  their-  protective  msks. 

(5)  Training  Received  by  tho  chcaical  dotachBcnt,  Personnel  of  the 
chcalcol  detachment  were  trained  in  the  operation  and  naintehanec  of  the  Person- 
noL  Detector,  The  training  was  conducted  by  the  Mrsonnel  of  the  9fch  Infantry 
Division  Checical  Sectian.  The  regiacat  requested  three  Personnel  Detectors  which 
will  be  laterally  transfearod  fircca  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade,  They  are  expected 
to  arrive,-  in  August  dr  oarly  September, 

Signal  Activities, 

(1)  During  the  months  of  Kay,  Juno  and'  July,  signal  acti-vities  with¬ 
in  the  reginont  were  varied  in  nature,  to  12  Key,  the  regiment  teminated  Oper¬ 
ation  HMWATTAii  -and  returned  to  tho  base  canp,.  The  remainder  of  liay  and  part  of 
Jtme  and  July  were  spent  iu  installing  a  security  bunker  telephone  system  around 
tho  Blaokhorso  base  camp  perimeter.  In  addition,  work  continued  on  base  camp' 
dcvolopmont  to  include  the  rerouting,  and  balancing  of  thd  Headquarters  power 
distribution  system,  the  acquisition  of  two  100  KVr  generators  from  PA&E,  the 
wiring  of.  new  headquarters  buildings  and  the  prepjiration  of  the  Regimental  TOC 

■  for  occupancy, 

(2)  During  the  period  ^  July  to  31  July,  the  regiment  participated 

in  Operation,  BMTORI A,  in  which  the  Regimental  CP  movao  to  a  forward  area.  This, 
operation  was  a^goqd  shakedown  for  the  regiment,  .as  many  personnel  were  new,'  VHP, 
telephone  circuit  and  Ccnrwnicatioris' Center  Support  wore  provided  by  oldments  of 
tho  Hh  Signal  Batt^on,  9th  ^f.antry  Division.  Those  facilities' ^ford^  the 
regiment  direct  circuits  to  the  Blackhcrse  Base  Camp,  9th  tofantry  Division,  ISth 
ARVN  and  5AtH  Artillery  Group.  .  . 
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(3)-  to  xctumi!^  to  the  DlacWioroo  3aso  C355  tho  nw  Kasiisrtjsl  TOO 
-■38  oocvpibd*  Two  oixty-fivo  Tost  vood  polos  voro  ostsiivsd,  on  vidch  ^  TA  antea> 
aas  for  tbs  regisent,  000  HI  entonna  end  cno  VH?  entonsa  for  tho  /dr  lic^csi  Tees 
(OS  Mr  H)roe}  voro  nounted^  Foior  for  ell  cosnsnicatiens  cqtdpExnt  is  providod 
tlmw^  tbs  nso  of  a  zvetifiery  hoa>y  duly  bantericc  end  <*i0  pr^r  froo  tba  iioGisoa- 
tal  Boadqnartcrs  100  JK  generator.  This  olininatos  the  nscsssiiy  of  saal^  size  gexw 
eratora  iddch  have  not  been  cccplotc:^  roMdblo  for  tbo  po>Br  Icrols  lequired^ 

(It)  Fezsanent  boss  cosp  cccmnlcaticns^  provided  iiy  tbo  Hatoon^ 
5B8tb  Slgncl  Comaiy^  cbnttraud  to  isey:ovo»  The  unit  is  in  the  process  of  chaiiging 
ovor  to  pazaanont  tolopbono  cables,  sovieg  the  virobead,  VH?  tazzdnals,  sidtcblioard 
and  nr— 'injcatjona  center  inteaperosnest  lype  building. 

a.  S-i^port 

(1)  Air  Fores 

(a)  General;  Earing  this  peried  tba  entire  Tactical  Mr  dentroi 
Bartgr  (TACP)  bocoao  establl^cd  at  LCHl  GI/IO.  Parking  facxlitiss  and  fc^’Caents 
vore-ca^loted  by  aolf-^elp.  living  quarters  irere  isprovad  end  ncif  house 'all  TAC7 
perscnnol.-  Kaiy  of  the  ^cretional  problens  that  existed  viion  tba  FAC’s  and  0.1  alz^ 
craft  wra  located  at  BIEU  IICl  have  bean  eliminated  by  this  core.  Itedctioh  tine  to 
the  nth  Axmarod.  Cavalry  Tactical  Mr  roq&ists  baa  been  improved  considerably.  The 
acquisition  of  a  third  in  July  increased  FAC  coverage  available  to  teo  rdgiEieDt. 

(b)  Eescurcest 

1  Aircrafts  The  unit  ncsi  luss  throe  OOL  aircraft  assigaed. 
Ml  aircraft  are  locate?  at  IXSXj  QIAO* 

2  Borsonnoli  Buritsg  this  period,  tba  TACP-has  sufforad  al** 
■oat  a  eoa^vlcte  changeover  of  perscnneli 


a  Officari  The  unit  Ecinbt2.ned  an  average  atrongth  of 
alx  officer  per8oar.3l  during  this  peilcd.  &i»ver,  there  asra  nev  perscar^l  nho  had 
to  undergo  a  checkout  prior  to  replacing  the  experienced  rAC  wo  were  leaving. 

b  SnMsted:  Bnlisted  personnel  vanning  con^sts  of  one 
KO  ond- seven  radio  rcpeiiSjVaperators  and  two  0.1  aircraft 'crevrchlefs.  A  tesperw 
aiy  Aortage  existed  visile  nev  j^rscsnsl  undencenb  a  tralrdng'prt^a'v.  ' 

(c)  C^raii07»t  During  this  period,  the  TAC?  supported  several; 
■ajor  aerations.  Even  though  tha  rogiBant  resioinod  under  this  operational  control 
of  the  let  Infantry  Division,  tho  FilC  aid  Orl  Mrcraft,  after  coordination  with  MO 
of  tl»  Bri'  Drigado,  Ijth  Infantiy  Ittvision,  otogod  out  of  D.iUTIEfCi  deploying 
olosW  to  tte  reginent,  closer  coordination  and  lop  raactim  tine  vesre  achieved.  , 

(d)  Ikxiblon  Areas  t  FAC  comsmiloaticns  problens  still  existed 
'^urauglmt  thie  peMod.  The  susponso  date  for  the.  new  scridce  radios,,  aoh^'ilsd 
to  bo  installed  In-Kl.  aircraft,  too  boon  novei  to  Soptombdr. 
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TOT  AlBCitPT:  FLObT 
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(2)  ilrtilleijr 

(a)  Gooerclt  ArblUeiy  £ir3 -support  provided  during'the  quarter 
assuned  two  piinditla  rolsa;  one,  support  of  ground  operations  and  secondljr^  the 
delivazy  at  bairasslng  and  interdicting  (Hitl).  fires.  Ihs  orgaido  hauitzcr'tattaiies 
eentliued  direct  support  rdssions  for  tlieir  squadrt^  vith  xeinforcihg  fires  being 
larovided  bjr  this  Slfth  ArtUlex?  Gratq>  in  the  pacldicrse  TAdt,  TAQI>  aai  areas  of 
qperatioos  (AO), 

Coordinatloa  of  artillery  fixes- Aga  /^e  b^/a  ecap  were  dooe'^  tbe  51(th  Artil>> 
Orotq)  U^da  soctioa  location  air  tiic  regineiital  SOC, 

(b)  aylojmont  and  Conbat  Operational 

1  Organic  artillery  wos  ea^cyed  dependent  on  the  mission  as* 
signed  each  ecuodroiu  Senercl  support  crtilleiy  was  provid^  by  ale^nts  of  the 
^th  Artilloiy- Group  fron  i\>spocti7s  base  Cisip  firing  positioiu,  Iic^  fires 
wore  provi^  daily  for  convoys  operating  between  the  base  qeuq>  and.IOK}  DDJH,  and 
on  ell  tox^ts  of  opportunity  vltfaln  Iho  Slacldtorse  TAOZ, 

2  During  Cporaticn  MlffUTrAN,  conducted  Aprll*May  196?  tbe 
batteries  received  clearance  to  frm  8tb  Dattdiionf  6tb  Artillery,  ihe  general 
support  batt^on  of  tbe  1st  Infantry  Division,  Duo  to  the  lacitrof  a  fire  Support 
Qcment  orgeude  to  inginonty  olorrance  of  fires  with  adjacent  units  was  processed 
through  tho  Keginentsl -Tactldd.  Oporaticqis  Oentor  (OTOC)  idrlch.laclbd  nsoessoiy  per* 
sonhel  to  handlo  tho,  additional  reqviosts.  The  hc^tcer  batteries  of  tte  raspoett-ve 
squadnns  coprdinatod  directly  with  one  another  for  clearance  of 'fins, 

2  Operation  MRQN  in' June,  the  fires  of  Howitzer  Dat* 

tory,  3id- Squadron,  wore  oleorod  throu^  the-.52(th  ArtlUo^  Group  liidson  Section  at 
the  Reglmohtal  Tdiotlodl  Cperatldns  Center,  Dus  to  tho  Uihitod  size  of  the  liaison 
sootion,  fires  wore  not  oxpadit^wsly  processod  on  a  twenty-four  hour  basLs,  Ih  die 
lattor  pai^  of  Juno,  lst  .Squodron  .(*)  eu^ented  by  2nd  end  lith  Battalions,  39tb  111* 
fantry,  9th  Infantry  Diyiaton,’  roacted  to,  support  the^lSth  Infantry  Division  (iUWN) 
elsnsnt's  in  doritact.vlth  oleasnts  of  the  27$th  VC  Regiment,  lat  Battalion,  Uth 
Artillery  (-)  displaced  with  two  batteries  and  assuifed  control  of  artillery  fires  in 
the  c^erntionol  area,  to  Include  D  Dattszy,  ■2nd'Dattalion,,3^th-Artillery,  fren  the 
Artillery  Otren^  Uoisch  sebUpns' were  slso  .prbmlded-td  AR7H  maneuyer  blemants 
to  anawe  mokiaHn  fire  mqipbrt  available  to  piuHilolpatlng.u^tB,,  .  '  '• 
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k  Daring  Qporfttlon  ^CBZA,  &  Bxe  SiippoH  Elwent  conpii^ 
of  Maibon  of  tlio  9th  laTlaicn  .ArUUdt^  pr^dod  cootdlnaUGa  and  elasarance 
flreSf  aa  wU  as  ostaidl  rting  an  ouzillaiy^/lrtilleir-.Vandng  Centred.  Obhter  O'lHCC) 
to  XOhX  IOC  irtUIozy*  This  arrangcwmt  .pr^od  to  bp  a  nost  odrantagBOUs  mans  ot, 
oibsaring  offectlvo  and.tlncdjr  dollvc^  of  ewjortlng  firos  and  relief  theiSaglm^ 
ol  Tootlo^  Operations  Contor  of  tba- additional  responsibilities  for  olaoraneo  of 
fires*  ‘I 

(e)  (Mnanee  Expended  - 


BoHltser  Dattexy*  1st  Sqnadrto  *.*.*. .-*7*^ 
Boidtsor  batteiy*  3rd  Squadron 

TOTAL  ,.,i.,:.llj,303. 


HooLtsor  Datteiy*  1st  Squadron  . . «2i*335 

Hoidtser  Dattoxy^  3rd  Squadron  *........6*276 

.  TOTAL  . . *10*6U. 


Bowittor  Datteiy*  Ist  Squadron  *...«*..3*681( 
Soidtser  Dattexy^  3rd  Squadren  **..... .3*Ui3 


5,  (D)  IrainlnB. 

a.  Unit  Trrdnlng*  Bointcnance*  on  the  jPb  training*  weapons  fakillarisa>: 
tion  and  proficiency  fixing  were  conducted  throug>^u.t-.  cuorter*  During  pe^oda 
of  extended  tactical  operations*  wudinun  utilization  of 'm'ailable'  time  enabled  sasll 
unit  leaders  to. review  tactics*  techniques*  and  lossoiis  learned. 

b.  Beplacenient  Training  was  centinuod  thre  ugheut.  the  qua^r  oh  a  six  .day 
a  week  basis.  Individual  attendance  for  the  .quarter 'Vern'as’fuHi^s:  ^y...  181* 
June  ^  355*  July  -  7l5j*  The  program  of  instruction- was  ravloucd  to-riprava  replko- 
aent  training  based  bn  lessons  learned  fren  combat  operatlc^.e*'  liafjbca^.vtha  scope 
of  instruction  remained  unchanged  from  VSISCJ.  requiretaant^r  j\^tibnal'  cuphasis  was 
placed  upon  individual  morksmanshlp*  mines  and  booby  'taaps*  ii^vidual  act'ions*  pato 
rolling*  ambushes  and  counterambushes*  With  a  hi^  pwjec^  turnover  of -personnel 
duiing  July  and -August*  acticn  was -taken  to- ccnstruc.'t  d  perm^>snt  classrcom.l^'feot 
X  oO  foot  to  increase  attondrnce- capacity  to  l^-i^>laceasxits.  The.  new  classrocoT 
was  copleted  21  June  with  the  foniier.  classrocia  to  be  utilized' as  an  annex  during 
peak  training  months.  Each  squadron*  in  action  was  levied  a  total  of  three  <  non. 
.oonnlselonod  officers  to  servo  as  Instructpra*, 

0*  Now  Eqripnori-Trairilng  was  coii^tod  on  the  AVPSB^l  cnti-.intruslah  der 
vice*  Li  odditlanj  Itraih^  woe  obnducted/on  the^starlif^t  sopp'e  for  ;^t5  of  ihe 
Frovisicool  Squa^n  authorized  au^aehtatlpn  of  equipment  fw.per^ter  (tefonse. 

d*  Sj^ciallzod  Tralningi 

(1)  Reoondo  School*  The  long  Bangb  Reconnaissance  Patrol  (IRRP)  of  the 
Air  Cavalry  Troop  continued  to  provide  individuals  for  atton^nce  at  t}»  MV  TRVNQ 
.HACr  Roobndo 'School*  Due  to  a  constant  turnover;raw ^sb^l-ih  the  IRRP*  four 
-bn  .six  students  wore  sent  for  aohooli^*  Map  reading  ond^rjunglb  tiavigatlon  continue 
tobe  amojor  toakness  in  the  trainees,  oxtie’r  to  over  case  doricibneies*  the  IRRF 

two  wtoks  -each  monto  ot  whenevor’^operatiq^  xoa^ 

tmi^  wotid  allow* 

(2)  Jun^  Survivai  School*  A  t^e  d^  course  coiducted' at  AHS 
-PhlUppinos  ^  mode  a-roilable  to  aViatioa  personnel,'  Cto  -todividuol  per  iwmth  at., 
tended  the  course  to  became  fbniliOT  with  tte  techniqubs  of^Jun^o’.  sux^Val. 

-  -  .  -  -  *  •  .i  ■  '  ' .  .Pheu  is 
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(3)  Aircraft  Malntononcejt  ^0  Amy  Aviaticn  >iaintenanca  Technical  A^ 
slatanco  Prograia  (AAKTAP)  ^^chool^  763th  Trans;)ort.".tlon  Group,  VUMB  TAU  adrainistored 
lA-countxy  trniiiins  on  aircraft  naltitonanco*  The  courses  pffored  by  the  AAHTAP  Sdio- 
cl  have  proven  to  bo  Invaluable  In  that  there  hes  boon  a  critical  shortago  of  ado> 
quatoly  trolled  aircraft  iioche::l.cs  and  naintonance  personnel  for  weapons  subsystciast, 

6*  (U)  Aviation# 

a.  Gehorali  The  Army  Aviation  elemantu  supported  the  regl^ht  with  17  CH- 
234i  19  bH-lCs,  and  12  Uli-Ms,  The  {»I-23s  continued  to  prove  their  value  for  cctnaand 
and  control-  in  moving  amor  units,  convoys  and  sup^rting  elements  by  not  only  iiw- 
creasing  the  amor  versatility  but  also  lengthening  its  range  of  corammicatlon#. 
Aerial  firo  sipport  and^rapld  reaction-force  was  provided  by  the  Air  Cavalry  TroopJs 
UB-IC  gun^ips#  These  helici^ters  not  only  suppressed  enemy  fires  during  ambushes 
and'.providbd  a  bloddag  force  against  retreating  enemy  during, ompr  assaults,,  but 
also  silenced  onesy  mortar  fire  day  or  ni^t  within  scutes' after  an. attack.  Insezw 
tion  and  extraction  of  Long  Rmge  Reconnaissance  Patrols^  evacuation  df  wbunded  and- 
emrgoncy  resupply,  was  accomplished  by  the  IIH-ID.  Major  eapho^s  was  placed 'on  irw 
proving  the  aiitlromo.  The  air  teaffic  at  Evans  .\my  iUrfield  averaged  frm  250  to 
800  Osetians  a  day#  Tho  regiment  realized  the  urgent  need  for  a  traffic  advisory 
in.or^r  to  assist  in  the  safo  flow  of  traffic,  'idth  limited  resources  of  personnel 
and  equipment  the  tower  became  operational  lAth  both- Hi  and- UHP  frequencies.  It 
provided  aircraft  with  limited  information  such^as' traffic  advisory,  vpatber,  artil¬ 
lery  firing,  change  of  flight  plan,  and  relay  d^  informatich  frem  ground  personnel. 
An  aircraft  Control  Team:  “3"  and  antirfiold  control  tower  (AH  TSQ  7Cft)  wre  request¬ 
ed  to  resolve  the  existing  limitations.  Six  electric  helicopter  landing  lights  were 
InstoUed/pn  the  runway  to  reduce  the  hazards  of  night  heliccpber  approaches.  The 
taxlway  'was  ' lengthened,  marked,  cleared,  and  reide  usable  as  a  runway  and  is  presents 
ly- being  used -by  C7A  dMly  for  transporting  replecomcnt  and  departing,  personnel# 
Revetments  are  boi^  built  for  protecting  hellcpptore  against  mortar- attack  and -ore 
fifty  percent  caiq>lote«  Ot!-er  achiovmients  are  listed,  belowi  ''\ 


Sorties  PloHn 


Connand  &  Control 

Troop  Uft 

Cargo  lift  Casualty-  Evac 

QH<23 

3l61t 

UftiOB 

722 

732 

999  -  60 

Aerial  Eire  Srqipbrt 
&  Reaction  Farces 

Adnlaistration 

Reconnaissance 

CIM3 

1253 

'327 

OH-IC 

2386 

382 

U^ID 

1589 

50 

Ho.  Pass  Tons  togo 

Hours' Flown  Ibel  Cohsumod  {gal.) 

6».23 

30l»7 

2144*. 

'  Id51j8 

muc 

.2712- 

■ZlIkoQo 

UK-IS 

780l»  282 

-2U1* 

.190066 

Those  results  worn  achieved  by  uw  of  resources  orgarlc  to  the  Soglmental 
Akiati'oii  Platoon,  '-the  Squadron  A-viatiw- Sections  and-  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop.- 

b#,  Emplpymoatt  The  Cfbservatlon  Helicopters  were  utilized  mainly  for  coo* 
mand  aitd  Control,  reoonnalasohoe,  .^  flre.odjust^t  at  the  squodipn  level.  In* 
country  ori'ontaUm  training  of  newly  arrlv'ed.avlators  was  8cccnplibh£;>dtb  & 
ttgoii^  empho^  ^-safety# 

the  RB-XC  guhshijis  ware  eaqilbyed  in  urial  fire  support  as- a.  rapidxreaPtlon 
force  and  in.reconht^asanoo  missions. 
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Results  of  fire 

June 

..  duly 

Total 

VC  killed  confimed 

7 

7 

i 

16 

VC  Idlled  estimatod 

10 

$ 

.17 

■  32.'  - 

Results  of  Eire 

M 

June 

Total  ' 

Structures  destooyed 

1 

1 

0 . 

2  ' 

Structures  damagod 

2 

0 

23 

25 

Aononitloa  eonsumedt  ?«62  .2»7S*  L>CSS{- 

934;5ro  ■  rf;B66 


UHoil)  airora^  iere  podnoipaUy  utilised  for  I£RP  insertion  and  extoa.tUoh^ 
aedicdl  OTacuatlcm  of  the  wounded,  Hi^t  Ccnoand  and  Ccntirol,  groin  zwoonnnissa^ 
and  emergency  resupply.  . 

Co  Techniquast  observation  irnd  conisunlcatlon  capabllitios  of  tbs  CB«2I 
eontinuod'to  enhance  the  versatility  of  the  Cavalry  Squadronk' .:.S^e  proMdures  mre  . 
eo^asis'ed  for  flying  un^  adverse  ccnditj^i^  such,  as  mar^nal  wea^ri  nii^t  tmd 
lew  leyeli  Ibe  pr6£pwm  of  STAKDABDlZAIIOirrides  for, aviators  ^every  . three  months^was 
eontinttod  to  maintain  a  high  state  of  profidencyi:  A  progrm  df  in^sioh  of  aviaton 
was  instituted  to  spread  the  rotation  of  aviators  os  evenly  as  possible  throu^out 
tte  year.  ,  .  ' 

Trubino  poured  CH-1  flying  hours  were  .closely  monitcrod  ia  order  to  fly  only 
those  tasks  nocesscry  for  acconplishment  of-  the  mission.  'Conservation^.df.  flying  -tine 
and  "'are  in  the  use  of  equipiTiont  was  ^phas^ad  and  practiced  in  order  to  conserve 
the  life  of  tte.alnraft.  The  average  number  of  >hQurs 'flown  is  as.  follows! . 


CiB^3 

P^IC 

May 

68 

58 

6k 

June 

6k 

July 

67 

69 

62 

The  nain.aroa  of  technique  dovolopnont  was  in  providing -close  fire  support  duiw 
ing  darkness..  It  was  loamod  that  the  eleimsnts  essential. for  success  in  Mis  type- 
operation  dep^  upon  detailed  roconnoissanco  during  daylight  hours -of  positions,  and 
outposts  likely  to  be  subject  to  anomy  attacks  and  close  coordination  with  the  grount 
oownand  and  control  otoent.  Experience  gained  during  the,,  quarter  in  thin  typo  ’ 
sraUon  indicate- that- ground  eleneits  can  ejqpsot  rapid,  effeotive  gunship  support  ' 
duriiiig:  darkness  with  friendly  troops  stationary  mvi  when  the  alxm  listed  abtiohs'. 
ars  acoosplishod,  «  .  '• 

A  major  a.-ea  of  ocnoom  was  maintsining  ths  Ughest  possible  number  of  aixuraft. 
flyable.  ?il{^t  nudntenanee  and  the,  shuttling  of  ports  to  the  base  bonp  from,  general 
support  units  assisted  in  maintaining  a  good  availability  rate.  Ths  bass  camp  air* 
field  tower  .provided  a  fli^t  foUovting  service  for  alrcraft'.and:an.  instant  relay  to- 
maintenanoe-.when  rooervory  of  a  downed  aircraft  was  required.  It  was  learned  that  d- 
back  up  of  tower  opofator.'),  goneraters  and  radios  is  required  for  qoHsistenoy  of 
operation  even  though  thoy  ore  not  authorised  by  the  T OS.  The  base  camp -.airfield  is-, 
handling  avorago,  of  j:oo  aircraft  a  day,,  and  when,  it  is  used  for  a  'staging  ares  fox 
oporations,  -the  dir' traffic  count  rises  to  over  800.  It.is  anticipated- that  the 
129th  Air  Traffic  Control  Oonpony  will  provide  seme  assistonos  towurd  tbs. manning 
of  the  Air  'Dr^’fio  Adv^ory  fheUlty. 

d.  IfainteAanmi  The  medntenwee.  posture  has  been  plagued  with  C^23.gen» 
orators,  sheering  driveabofts,  perfozm-^e  of  the  ilOOi  hour  pe'rlexilo  inspection  for 
the  IJH>1C  and  ^  melfunotlpn  of  armaiunt- systems  ,6n  the  UH>1C.  The  availability  of 
.nlsslpn  ready  alroraft  was  signifioahtly  reduced  teoauM  of  the  -idok  of  direct  sup-, 
pedt  aointenanq'e  at  Olookhorse  Base  Camp  for  aircraft  aninnent  and.  radios.,  Halioqp-' 
ters -  with  axnanont  and  radio  systems'roqulring  direct  sii^ort  mointehanM  must  be  ' 
ftown  to  Vung  Tsu.fcr  repair  wMch  is  tlns^onsumli^  and  uses  flight  iime-.hbt  in  sup. 
poH  of  combat  effort.  Oonsidoring  these  obataeles,  the  avsllabi]!^  has  l^en  exo^ 
lent  collared  to  other  units  Ia' Vietnam.  The  oiroroft  availability -is  ss  follows  t 
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Airoraft. 

availability  -  (o:q;>re3sed  in  percent  of  assigned  aircraft) 

01U23 

UHrOC 

May 

71 

76 

39.5 

dune 

71 

79 

81,8 

July 

72,6 

76 

82,8 

7.  (U) 

LOC-ISTICSo 

a-  Ctonoralj  5ha  roginent  was  adequately  supported  in  .Class'  I  thru  V  ty  thi 
29th  airport  Group,  The  prlitavy  ineohs  of  resupply  foi-  Classes  I,  II,  III  and  W  wafi 
sinply  poliit  distribution  fr da  the  Sid  Ordnance  Oattalion  at  Long  Dinh»  Li  this 
quMrtor,  d'aring  tactical  operation  conducted  by  the  roqinbnt,  resupply  was  .  conduct 
^  both  gi'cund  coiwoys  and  air,  Chinook  Cj|.?» 


b.  Supply  and  Kolntcnoncci 

(1)  dasa  It  Adequate  support  wae  provided.  The  28-day  cyclic  menu- 
•provides  for  •too  aiany  "3’'  type  rations,,  liore  fresh  moats  and  vegetables  would  be 
-appreciated,  especially  during  periods  the  units  ore  at  .base  oa^,. 

(2)  Class  Tl/VJt 


'(a)  Tho  rcgl^nt  rocoived  the  9  authoriaqd  j\rmor  Vehicle  Launch 
Dridges '(AVIO)  during  this  period, 

(b)  Tho  regiment  experienced  a  shortage  of  hoadsots  (Hl6l/ij)  used 
by  track  vdiiclo  crew  momborc, 

(c)  AvailabUlty  of  signal  repair  parts  continues  to  be  a  problem 

(3)  Maintonanqei  Direct  maintenance  sup-;ort  was  provided  by  the  55lst 
LL^t  Kalntenanca  Ccanpcny  during  the  porlodr  Dub  to  the  time  lag  in  racei'ving  need 
e'd  repair  parts^  sow  vehicles  ex^jorienoe  long  periods-, of  dwin  timp,.  'This  ■unit  fuiv 
thqr  ex^ricnebd  a -shortage  of  engines  for  MllSAl  vehicles.  Critical  shortages  stil 
eadst  in  signal  repair  porta  causing- excessive  down  time  on  equipment  tunVed  in  for 
.  repair,  '  ,  * 

c,  Transportationt  Organic  transportation  was  .  ,8d  extensive.ly  for  tho 

transporting  of  repair  parts  and  Class  n  items  from 'Supply,  depots  la  Saigon  and  Lon 
Dinh,  Th'is  was  due  to  tho  nor>.qvallability  of  supppiting  transportation  .from ‘Ist 
Logistical  Ccki'^d-on  a  timely  basis.  Air  reisupply'‘by-  Chinook  Cli7  and  UH-lD  was 
used  extensively  for  all  classes  of  eu;}ply  during  tactical  operatiocs  conducted  dur«» 
ihg  tM.8  p^od,  / 

d,  Services!  Adequate  support  was.  provided;  however  it  has  been  noted' tha 
the  contract  la.uhdry  service  at  THU-DUC  has  deteriorated  since  this  laun^  was 
initially  used,  Mciy  Items  are  being  exchanged  at  the  laun^  and  the  qiudity  of 
workmanship  has  docroased. 

e,  Modionli 

(1)  Oonoral,  Injuries  as  a  result  of  hostile  aoUon  oro'  prinarlly  duo 
to.fragnents,  lha  upper  and  lower  extremities  are  most  ccaiimonly  affected.  Chest  on 
abdominal  wounds  account  for  less  than  of  ported  injuries,  'fhe  percentage  of 
injured  os  a  result  of  hostile-action  (IRKA)  bases; evacuated,  for  bospitolizotion  was 
smaller-  than  in  the  -prbobedlng  (garter  (169  evacuated,  33  treated  at  re^nentai  fac- 
lUties), 

(2) '  'Dtiueual  dlaeoses,  Mclevia  ocewred -at  on  average  of  four  oases  pe 

month,  Four-oases  of  h^atltla  were  diagnosed.  Three  hundred  and  alxty-olght  oaces 
of  dlurrhea-woro  reported.  Unit  modloal  personnol -have  been  unable  to  aesobiata'foQ 
and"water  souroos,  in  oaf  of  these  oases,  \ 

(3) ' The  MEDCAP'-progrom  during-the  report  period''Was  >:aonducte'd 
in  A  more  orgonisod'mbnher.  Moat  of  the-MZDC<M’  missloiw  wan  bbaduoted  b^  -a  tesm  ^ 
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coo  physician  and  sever  hi.  ncdlos^  Skin  diseases,,  upper  respiratory' tract  Infections, 
and  ouspoctod  malnutrition  typo  disorders  and  anemia  vera  tlio  most  froquontly  cmi>' 
oountond.  disonsos.  During  the  month  of  Judy  special  emphasis  was  pl^d  on  improvw 
ing  basic  sanitation,  hnd  .tho  handing,  out  of  soap  to  the  patlohts  soonis  to  bo  a 
promising  start  In  tills  direction.  Attempts  are  Ijolng  made  to  rovlSlt  certain  yiL* 
logos  or  hamlets  on  a  regularly  scheduled  basis.  A  total  of  $297  moddcol  ond  226 
dentol  patlonts  wero  troatod.  Flfty.two  missions  mro  performed^ 

8,  (U)  Civic  Action  ond  Psycholofdcal  Operations! 

a.  .Civic  Action  during  the  quarter  Included -on  lnoreosed>nunter  of  MSDCA?/ 
DENTCAP,  English  language  blesses,  and  dtsl^bution  of  ccnmoditles  and  foodstuffs  'to ' 
ttib  Vlotnomcao  pooplo.  In  addition,  a  now  building  whs  constructed  at  'tha  -CUou  Hbl 
coutor*  dose  coordination  with  ioool  agencies  involved  In  olvlb  action  was.  mads  to 
Insuro  that  these  projects  sup-port  QVN  objectives.  ‘ 

(l)  In  May,  c.'.n^darable  progress  was  made  by  the  Hoi  Chanb  of  tto 
Long  Khanh  Chieu  Hoi  center  toward  the  comjlotion  of'  a  six  meter  by  twelve  motor 
building.  Also,  during  toe  month  of  May,  scrap  luoibor  and  fbodstuf^fs  were  donated 
to  the  Cbleu  Hbl  center  to  in^rbve  living  stan^rds  at  the  con-tor..  A  total  . of  2,$X> 
lbs.  of  rice,  1a$00  lbs  of  milk,  1,3^  lbs  of  cooking  oil  and  lOO  bars  of  soap  were 
distributed  to  i^edy  Vlatnomese  thrcugjhout  the  provlnco.  A  tot^  of  6l0  .paUcnts 
wore  treated  dui^g  uhe  month  ao  part  of  too  KHICA?  program,  and  191  were  troatod 
during  DEMTCAP.  Bb'fugqo  relief  asslstanoo  was  provided  during  the  final  stages  of  ' 
Operation  M>iNHi\TT.'iK,  and  IS  tons  of  captured  rice  were  rotumted  to  the  QVtl*. 


’(2)  During  the  month  of  dune,  the  extension -of  the  dormitory- at  the 
-  diieu  Hoi  Cbhtor,  In  luan  loc,  was  C'mplotod.  In  addition,  toe  Hoi  Oxanh  ha-ve  com* 
monoed  work  on  the  renovation  of- existing  buildings.  TMs  is  a  self-help  program 
wl-th  assistance  and  od-vlce  being  provided  by  the  S5  section  of  the  11  th  Armbrod  Cav« 
airy  Hoglmbnt  and  Civilian  Oporations  for  Rovoluticnary  Dbvolopmont  Support;  (CC8DS), 
In  addition  to  the  six  motor  by  twelve  meter  building  at  the  Chieu  Hal  Cbntor,  a 
class  S$  ojqiodiont  timber  bridge  was  constructed  (YS39l»868),  and  two  72*  culvorts, 
30*  in  length  woro  installod  (18^09993).  Civic  Action  also  included  KSDC.'Js,  during 
which  1,716  persona  wore  tpoeato'd.  A  total  of  300  -lbs  of  c<^nt,  1200  lbs  of  .' rice, 

'  952  lbs  milk,  72  gallons  booking  oil,  700  lbs  of  com  me:l,  1200  lbs  roUed  wheat 
and  900  lbs  of  bulgar  wheat,  as  well  os  20  rolls  of  galvanized  tin  and  2$. lbs  of 
candy,  dispatched  for  distribution  to  the  needy  clyUlans  of  the  province,  Mem* 
hors  of  too  rogimental  SS  section  continued  to  assist  in  vocational  tralnl^  of  Rol 
ChioA  in  eariientiy,  mason,  rrark,  and  animal  husbcixd^* 


(3)  Jxk  July,  the  I8th  ^iliVN  Psychblogtcal  Operations  (PEIO?)  team  was 
used  in  conjunction  with  regimental  activitAes.  Tht;  toai  x;as-u8ed  a  tot^  of  fl-vo 
tiius,  during  MEDGAP/DEi-ffCd?  and  cordon  and  search  operations*  Ihe-i'tRVH  has..prctvon 
very  cooperativo  and  effoctlve  in  tho  deployment'  of  their  PSIQ?  team.  The'  Hoi  Obanb 
of  tho  Long  Khanh  Chlou  Hel  oontor  are  making  propqraticns  for  cmstructlon  ^gt.  on* 

■  other  bolldit^  -to  bouse  new  Hoi  Chqnh.  The  S$  section  of  tho  11th  ibrmorod  Cavalry 
a^  CCSIDS  work  clbsoly  on  this  pi’oject  in  order  to  coqrdinato  disposition  of- material 
and  tochrloal  assistance,  July  also  illustrated  the  continuing,  involvement  of  the 
Dlackhorso  Roginent  in  su^xport  of  Revolutionary  Development  and  oivlo  action.  Thiiw 
-  tton  truck  loads  of  lumber  woro  dollvorod  to  the  Chieu  Hoi  Cantor  and  tha  .52nd  Ranger 
Dattalion  for  wbuilding  and  Improving  housing.  Also  1350  lbs  of  milk,  2900  lbs  of 
rice,  2000  -lbs  of  oil,  UOO  lbs  of  bulgar  idieat  and  150  lbs  of  candy  ward  distributee 
to.  too  noedF  families  of  the  province,  .ibt  order  to  stimuloto  educationol  and  vqco 
tionol  tr^nihg  in-ihe  'provtoqe,  5300  school,  kits,  hSO  seidng  kits  and  30  shovols 
were  distributed  duri^  the  month.  The  reginent*s  enphasis  on  MSDCilP.  showed  positiVE 
'  results  qs  the  number  of  .patients  treated  increased  fourfold.  A  total;  of  2,971 
patients,  woro  tt^tod.  Ir.  addition,  3$  patients  were -treated  during  DENICi^, 


(II)  During  tho  quartor,  caro  was  token  to.  qohibvo  a. more  favorablo 
balanoo  bbtwooh  short  tom  lumodip.to  impact  projects  and  long  range  projects,  with 
-the  gool-bf  ossisting  the  indigohous  population  in  achieving  greater  splf^eufflci* 
cnoy*.  Closer  liaison  achieved  wito'the  iSth  /iUyN  Division},  thoir  i^TQP  qni.cul* 
tui^  teams  produood  rewarding  results  for!  tho  reglmento  Close  liaison  and  .doordin* 
aUon  oontinuoB.with  both  DS  and  ViotnoiMss  agencloa  in  . the  that  ore  dotively 

i^olved  In-olvle  odtion.  Among  these  dro  tha  sector  advisory  toasi}  advisory  persom. 
ncl.of  tho  18th  /iRVN  Division,  aubsootor  advisory  porsdnnol^  too  Zdatrict  Chlbf,.  tod 
8$  of  toe  5l)to  Artillery  Croup,  the  dvilion  Operations  for  Revolutionary  Dovolopmont 


Pago  -16: 


.liJQNEOEfflLlAL: 


CONFlOEIMTiAL- 


Sufiport,  and  the  Joint  Onitcd  States  FkAilic  Affairs  Office  (JUS?AO)  r^rreseufetiv— « 
The  OBfiLogroent  cf  alT  aroilahLc  agencies  and  rescarccs  in  a  ItuitftiL  ci^ic  action 
I  prograB  is  a  necess^  prYeauisite  to  an  effective  civic  acticnAevolctionaiT-  De- 
Tdo(Bcnt  procran. 


The  psychdoglcal  warfare  effort  of  the  11th  Araored  Csvali^  Resident  is 
supported  by  the  10th  Kotoilc  Fidd  Tropazanda  Teaa  fron  the  21i6th  Ps^oholegical 
operations  Ccepan/  in  Bien  Hoa.  ft'cc  1  Kay  thru  31  July  the  teas  conduct^  a 
total  of  7ft  .j^chclo^cal  warfare  oissiens  ia  which  there  were  7,A49i400  leaflets  ' 
'dropped  and '35  hours' of  loudspeaker  broadcast  tlce. 


(l)  "The  p^holodcal  operations  of  the  past  quarter  can  cenerally ' 
be  divided  into  fcfo  types,  (1)  direct  suj^icrt  of  squadron  and  rcainental  oper¬ 
ations  at  the  rcoiest  of  the  unit  and  (2)  operations  which  were  originated  sj  the 
field' teas  based  on  its  intelligence  and. targeting.  During  the  reporting  period, 
18  special  tapes  were  {repared-by  the  field  t(»B.  These  consisted  of  persenttL 
nessages  fren  recent  Hoi  Chanh  to  Bcsbers  of  their'  units,  EcsKges  'by  ^strict 
and  ether  local'  officials,  and  tapes  prepared  for  quick  reaction,  to  tactical 
situations. 


(2)  A  new  addition  to  the  PSYOPS  effort  this  ^arter'was-the  utii— 
izaticn  of  the  Psychological  Warfare  (PSTWAR)  Tcaa  fren  the  18th  /IhVM  Division. 
This  special  team  assisted  on  various  occasions  in  conducting  KEDCAP  as  'well  as 
cordon  and  search  operations.  This  type  of  eperatien  will  be  -continued. 

•9'.  (C)  PEgSOgsEL  RPT-UIRBgKTS  rC?.  3.;SS  CAK?  Oi’SIATIOH.  This  regiaent  has- 
^  a  mihiniin  rcquircBent  for  15  officers,  41  KCO,  and  ViZ  Si  for  strictly  base,  caap 
operations.  These  rcculreocnts  include  Prinaiy  Heplaceaent  and  Club  p(7scnnd; 
Logistical  Convey  Control  and  Unit  Police  personnel;  Eegicental  Training  School 
JKO;  water  point,  acnunitlon,  supply  point  and  baggage  procuring  personnel,  and 
supply  personnel  at  the  Long  Binh  conycy- staging  area.  At.tho  present- time  these 
,  personnel  aro.assigicd  to  Headquarters  and  Keadouarters.  Troop,  Uth-Amored  Cav— 
ally  Rogiaent.  This  rcqulreoent  should  not  .be  counted  against  the  cebbat  strength 
of  the  naheuver  snuodrons  and  the  Air  Cavalry  Troop.  This  is -an  absolute 'oinicain 
requlrcncnt  wMch  is  necessary  for  the  safety  and  woll-bolng  of  all  of  the  units 
arid  personnel  assigned  toRlackhorsc  Base  Cmp.  This-problcB  is  especially -erit—' 
ical  for  the  11th  Armored  Cav-lry  Reginent  as  it  is -the  only 'Separate  brigade 
or  regtnc-iit  itt' Vietnam  that  is -not  authorized  a  sup];x>rt 'battalion. 


'  ■  Pass  17  : 
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SECnON  II  COnUMDEK'S  OBSE^ATIONS  AMD  RECOSKEKOATIONS 

1.  assDnauns  {tssas  ls.uiiso} 


a.  Operations: 


(i)  Itest  caployaGnt  o£  sutcmtic  weapens  along  aircraft  fir¬ 
ing  rentes  during  astushes  and  attacks.  -  ' 


Oiscassich;  During  recent  cneny  aboushes  and  night  attacks 
•against  outposts,  hostile  autcsatic  veapens  have  been  enployed  away  froa  the  at- 
taeWng  fcrcas  and  along  the'  nornal  paths  taken  by  1^'  flying  -aii’cr-aft  to  attack 
the  lo^  axis  of  the  eneay  target,  ifeapens  ere  qaplaccd  in  individucl  shelters- 
-and  Bcuntcd  to  fire  effectively  at  low  flying  aircraft. 


Observatlcnt  Aircraft  crews  mst  be  ead-reaely  vigilant  for  anti- 
"aircraft  weapons  .arcund  cneqy  anbush  and  ni^t  attack  sites.  When  discovered  these 
weapons  Bust  be  given  priosrity  in  being  neutralized  so  that  effective  fire  can  be 
placed  ai  encaiy  forces,. 


(2)  Itcsi:  Coordination  of  Air  Strikes  and  Artillery.  Fire. 


Discussion;  The  lack  of  ccniaon  cccrwnic.ations  frco.uencies.be- 
ti;ecn  the  gresmd  coesv-indor  .and  the  Ferward  Air  Ccntrcllcr  \FAO)  has  .aaused  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  coordinating  Air  Strikes  ar-d  srtillery  Fire  rcBulting  in  -a  less  of  fire 
support  for  ground  units  during  critical  coaents  of  engagement  with  the  cnctiy. 


Cbservatioa:  The  ground  ccraanders  mst  cpCTato  cn  a  fr:cucncy 
conpatible  witi  he  Forward  Air  Controller's  radio,  thus  alladng  the.;F.iC  to  nen- 
itcr  the  ccczsand  net.  The  FAC  could-  brief  the  fighters,  then  notify  the  ground 
cosaander  that  the  fighters  arc  ready.  Upon  baaring;  over  the  cemand  net,  that 
the- last  round- was  on  the  way  or  th-at  th-a  artillery  had  been  sni^fted,  the  FAC 
should  nark  the  tergat  .and  order  the  fighters  in.  If  this  pi’ociMurc  is-  followed, 
the  fighters  c.an  be  dcplcyed  in  .a  'minimn  of  tine.  Using  this  .procedure,  with  the 
•  Ist  Scuaxiren  cn  Operation  JUKCTIOfi.CITI  I,  ;Ph.asc  il,  the  fighters  \fcro  «i  target 
less  th-2ii  one  minute  follc»ri.ng  the  last  round  of  artillery.  In.ad^ticri,  if  the 
Last. round  of  .artillery  fire  is  white  pho.sphorus,. marking  bj'  FAC  is  not- necessary, 
allowing  .for  a  more  r.apid  ro.action  -by  the  fighters. 


(3)  .Ttem;  UoCiavery  of  D.amragcd  Vt-Jiioles, 


Discusslcn;  It  has.  been  founil  that  rcaavery  of  K113  is  facil¬ 
itated  bv  having  a  tractor  .and  12  ton  trailer  acc<Kpas\y  the  recovery  section  wnen- 
cver  possible,  Thi.s  al.lcws  voliicle  recovery  without  dragging  the  personnel  carrier 
over  hard  surfaced  roads. 


Obscarvation;  Recovery  toons  should  bo  acocopanied  by  a  tractor- 
trailer  whenever  possible. 


nation • 


(if)  Item;  :FAC  .and  observers  nust  keep  abreast  of 'the  tactical  sit- 


Dlscussici.;  Valuable,  time  is  lost  when  infornuaticn  of  the-tac- 
tical  situation  nust  be- rol.ayed •  to  FAC,. 

Ob.aorv.aticn;  Tho  practice  of  FAt  reporting  in  on  the  -cthnand  ■ 
•not  to  loam  the  tactical  situaUon. should  be  followed  by  .all  observers  rath» 

.than  having  Information  relayedi 

(5)  Item:  Passive -Dofensivo. Measures 

DlsausSlcn:  ;  During  tho  rainy  se.ason,  digging  underground -hankers 
ifor  pcrndhent  protection  usually  resUltB  in.wator  filled  trenches. 

Observation:  Soventy-tvxo  inch  .culvert  half-sections- oan  be 
easily  tr.mspprtod  to  tho  field  for  use  wioh  sandbags  ns.  support  for  bunkers  and  ’ 
overhead  cover  and  proclude's  digging-in,  thereby  avoiding  water  filled  trenches, 
(Seo  Diagram,  next  page).  i  ,  • 


L 


(6) ’  Itcnt.  AclMsh  lodicatcrs 

■Dlscusslcn;  An  asbush  depends  primrily  .on  surprise; for  its, 
success.  This  surprise  con' be  climnetcd  or  niniBizek}^  end  the  dacsi7  force  des^. 
trqrcd  or  neutralised  by  ebsorving  tellt<alo  indicators.  These  indicators  are: 

(a)  Absence  of  indigenous  ]^pulntioR  in  fields  or,  rubber'plan- 

tations  adjacent  to  tho-road  or  in  towns -kacHn-to  bo. populated,  • 

(b)  Absence  of  civilian  traffic- on  the.  road,  ■ 

(c)  Unexplained' halts  in  civilian  traffic  flcwj- vehicies  stopped- 
or  parked  eh  the  side  of  the  roadi 

.  '  '  •  *  * 

(d)  Rood  blocks  of  trees>  brush,,  and  dirt.' 

(e)  'Conbination  of  one  or  noro  of  the  above  in-an  ^ea  lacking' 
room  for  Bchcavcr  or  possessing  United- trafficability  for  tracked,  vehicles, 

Obsorv.ation;  Alert  ground  crews  or  personnel  in  cesmand  ahd  cai-’ 
troi  aircraft  c-an  use  these  indicators  as  early  warning  and  initiate  proper  > 
eounten^asures  to  neutralise  or  destroy  the  asdnish  force, 

(7)  Itcn:  Jungle  Cle-aring.  ■  .  -  •  /  ‘ 

Discussion:  Units  often  . clear  heavily  f crewed  or '.wcrgrcwi  . 
areas  to  establish  laager  pwsitions,  LZ'o  and  access  roads,  (r- to.  conduct  _,se^ch 
and  destroy  operations.  Several  steps  can  he  taken  to  reduce  .injury  to  personnel 
and  damge  to  equipment. 

(a)  BuP-dosers  will  effectively  clear  the  area^when  contact  is  -  ■ 
■not  Inmincnt.  In  this  way,  weapons,  ordnance^  and  personnel  of  th'e-.ccnbat  vehicle 
v/ill  not  to  erposed  to  unnecessarily  rough  treatneht, 

(b)  Should  conbat  vehicles  bo  used,. -drivers  should  .be  buttoned 

upj  nearby  ccabat  vehicles  should,  cover  the  "  clearing" 'vehiepe,  ■ 

(c)  -Renovc  loose  equipment  froa  the  top  cp  sides- of  the  vehicle. 

Secure  items  which  cannot  be  stowed  inside  the  vehicle,.  S'eneitive  -dturnsj  such' as 
radio  antennas,,  should  be  tied  down,  or  removed.  •  •  - 

(d)  ^struct  soldiers  not  to  place  their  arms  .cn'  rims  of  cupolas,  ' 
or  upon  potential  cutting  edges  (an.\or  shields)  in.  the  event  of.  falling  objects 

such  as  tree  llEio, 

(e)  Use  tanks  in  lieu  of  ACAV  whenever  possible,  -Exercise  care  , 

to  prevent  damage  to.woapdns  and  main, guns';; weapon's  such  as  machine  guns  .should  bq 
depressed -and  dopt  on  Uno' toward  the  direction  of;  mevenent,  '  , 

(f)  Instruct  vehicle  caimanders;  to  guide  .’their  vcWcles.  along  . 

paths  of  least  rosistancci-  . 

(g)  Haintain  'intorhrr-l  between  adjacent  vqhiclos  dwing.  np-tipJ!^' 

lods  jungle  clearing  oporatiohs,  . 

Observation:  PCTScnnel-should  ■  be  trained  to  clc-af  -heavily .  jungled.- 
areas  within  the  capability  of  their  vehicles  and  without. Injury  to- personnel  or 
sacrifice  of  eruipmeht.  .  —  '  ’  '  ■  .  .  ■  ' 

(a)  Item:.  Suspchsiori  Systems.-  ■ 

*  ‘  ,  '  f  ’  ’  '  *  .  ’ 

.  •  Discussion;-  During  tho  raii^  se-ason,-  suspension  systems ;ar'e'-.sub^- 
jectedto  continuous 'strain  as  a  resit  of  .the  .mud-'and  swampy  terri^.-  Aec^u- 
laticn,  of  dried  mud  on  Md  around  the  idler  aimis  and  road  wheel -aras'Causes  tho 
track  to  be  forcoU  f^da  the  road  wheis,  rosulbing.in  thrown  track  end  ^ptured 

seals.  /  ^  '  '  •  ■  ■  ■  ■  '  • 


■Oboorv-ttioni  Crws  Rsust  be  porticiil^ly  conscious  of  before, 
during  end  after  operations  chocks  on  suspension  sj^ens.  Track  tensiqi  and  road 
wheel  oil  levels  mist  bo  checked  continuously.  Mud  deposits  should  be  -chipped -off 
with  a -shovel  or  tanker's  bar* 

(9)  Item;  A'eripl  Resupply,  I 

...  -  -  j 

Discussion;  Overland  resupply  off.n^  roads- during- the  rainy 
season- is  impractical.  Wheeled,  vehicles  ci^ot  negotiate  the  imddy  or  swampy 
terrain  prevalent  in  this  area.  Although  aerial' resupply  alleviates  this- resupply 
problem,  the  following  additional  factors  peculiar  to  this  method  of  resupply,  must- 
bo  considered; 

(a)  Weather;  The  uncertainty  Of  aerial-resupply  due  to  poor, 
weather  required  full  five  days  basic  load  -at  all  -times  be  maintained  on  vehicles 
during  field  operations, 

(b)  Priorities  of  resupply  items  must  be -established,  and  items' 

prep.ackaged  for  efficient,  use  -of  the  aircraft.  .  •  • 

(c)  Lo^stics  personnel  must  be'thorcughly  familiar  ;yith  rigging 
'techniques,  LZ  selection,  and  preparation,  aerial  resupply  ccmnunicafions  pr.o- 
eeduros,  and  aircraft  load ■ capacities. 

Observation;  logistics  personnel  mist  not  allow  the  speed' of 
aerial  resupply  to  be  a  substitute  for  careful  ;ixl3nning,  V/eather  and  aircraft 
maintenance  introduce  variables  v;hich  drastically  affect  the- aerial  resupply -effert, 

(10)  Item;  Revolutionary  Development  Hrterials/Ci-vil  Affairs,- 

Discussion;  Grants  to  ARVN  Forces,  local  villages,  and'RF/FB 
•outposts  in  -the  form  of  ccnstructiwi  or  barrier  materials  must  be  made  in  quan¬ 
tities  ccrcicndiratc  with  the  locally  available- manpower,  ■Stockpiling- of  largo 
quantities 'of  such  mtcrial  n-iy  impose  a  sccurits’-  burden  upon  responsible  persons. 

In  addition  such  m-atorials  may  be- used'  improperly  or  for- barter  if  allowed  to  ac¬ 
cumulate. 

Observation;  Provide  materials  in- qu.antitios  wlich -c.ah  bo  used- 
off  octivcly  over -a  one  to  two  day  period, 

(U.)  item;  Civilian  Labor  and  -Planning, 

Discussion;  Civili-an  labor  can  be  used  for  the- nutu.al- hdvantLage: 
of  US  Forces  and  Viotnanosc  Nationals  for  -ouch  taskd  as  clearing  bidsh,  erecting, 
fortifications,  and  conwon  hard  labor.  Civilian  labor  requirements  must  be  planned 
-and  coordinated  well' in  advance  to  allow  National  Police  and  village  chiefs  to 
screen  a-yaiiable  personnel,  Vfages,  irorking  conditions,  and  labor  requirements  can 
bo  anal;^od  and  agreements  made  .from  District  through  -^llagc  level.  Use  of 
.civilian  labor  cn  Operation  Qaporia-II  disclosed  that  the  p>oople  were  uninfonaed 
of  the,  labor  contract,  dissatisfied  with  their  swages,  and  ignorant  of  -the  job  to 
bo  ^rformod.  This  problem  was  oaused-by  insufficient  time  allowed -for  coordin¬ 
ation  of' labor -requirements. 

Observation;  Allo''f  2-3  weeks  notification  and ■  coordination  tiino 
to  allow  GVN  officials  to  exploit  their  manpower  resources  and  eliminate  mis¬ 
understandings,  ‘  ! 

(IP.)  Item;  Bhploynont  of- Victn-inesc  - National- Police, 

■Discussion;  -Viotnamesc  Natiohal-^Polico  are  sent  to  the  field 
unprepared  and  •uninformed.  In  most  cases,  they  explain  that  thoif -seciiai- chiefs 
■dal't  toll  them: where 'they  are. going,  hew  Iraig  thej'  will  bq  gone,  qr'what  they  aro 
to  do,.  PolioOTon. report  to-tho  Sejuachron  without  tleopihg  gear,  proper  change  of.  ■ 
uniform,  etc,  '  ■  ,  - 

Obsorv.ati'on;  VT-llo  this- lack  of  information  perhaps  aids 
security,  a -procedure' -should  be  ostabUshed  to  insure  that  .pqli.cemdn  rop-ort  -to.  a 
uidt-^-with  -fche  equii^eht  a^' ciothitig ’neoess^  fw^oxtendod -i^cld  opioratiensi 

i  .  '  '  ‘  ' 


(13)  Itcj;;  •  Eoaiy  Katcrial. 

Discussion;  Captured-  cneny  itccs  are  .often  kept  by  sbldlero  ■ 
as  war  trophies.-.  .  ■  ' 

Obscrv.ation;  Captured  naterial  should  bo-  tagged  ^AP  as  to 
\(hcre,  when,  and' how  and  who  captured  the 'materiel ,  If'lhc  item  is  . a  valid  "war 
trophy"  it  shculd,  be  proaptly  returned -to  the  trooper  Who  found  it.  Soldiers 
should  be  informed  of  the  valuable  intoUigenco  inforaaUon  gained  frera  captured 
items  a.nd. assured  that  legitimate  war  trophio3  \d.li.be.fetumod-.to.then. 

(14)  Item;  Radio,  Transmission. 

Discussion;  Complaints  are  received  concerning  garbled  r.adio 
transmisslcns,  espccioUy  during  the -rainy  scasdn. 

Observation;  Antennas  should  be,  unserm^ed  -frcci  their  bases  and ' 
cleaned  daily,  and  dirt  accumulate  cn.thc  base  connecting  ball,  causing  woak 
end  distorted  transmission. 

(15)  Item;  .'ffiDCAP  Teams  and  Intelligence. 

Discunslon;  H^CAP  •Tc.ans  are  received  favorably'-by'tho'’poixila~‘ 
tion.  The  people  .are  more  willing  to  talk  about  VC  activities.  . 

Ol/Uorv.ation;  M  or  S-2  pcrsqanel  ohtaild  .accompany'  HQICAP  Teams 
■to  obtain  intcliigenco  information. 

2.  RECOHIEiro/iTIONS. 

a,  Obsorv.atlon;  Wheel  trafficability  is,  greatly  reduced  during  the  mcor 
soon  season;  v;horcas  tracked  vehicles  demenstratb  versatility  in  operating  over 
varied  terrain.  During- Opora^on  EMPCRIA-.  I  wheeled  vehicles  encountered  diffi-  ^ 
culty  in  riancuvering  and  keeping  up  with  track  vehicles.  As  a  I’csuit  many  whcel\ 
vehicles  needed,  in  the  combat  trains  remained,  at  the  base  caiap,  which  grc.atly 
increased  -the  niiiiber  of  aoribl  resupply  sorties  needed, 

Rcccmendaticn;  That  the  new  H540  c.ai'go  cari'ier.  bo  authorised  in 
lieu  of  seme  of  thiT wheeled  vciiicles  in  the  souadron  -support  platoon.  The  II548 
COT  bo  adapted  or  nicdifiod  to  transpor.t  fuel  or-  water  pods',  as  well  .as  to  carry 
annunition*.  Six  of  tho  K548  ere.  to  be  issued  to  the  -Hcwitser  B.attorics  ef  c-ach 
sc-uadron.  Throe  arc  to  be  issued  for  tho  fl-ame  thrOTcr-  sections  of-  each  squadron. 
Additional  M5/S  should  bo  issued  to  the  support  platoon  to  improve  its  cross 
country  mobility, 

b,  ObservatiOT;  The  regiment  has  experienced  a- low  availability  rate 
•oh  OiIr23  aii'oraft  due  to. failures  of;  Cylinders;  exhaust  v.alvcs;-  fuel  jwmps; 
igiiticn  leads;  generators;  tail  rotors.  Problems  have  been  enccuntercd- with  tho 
flight  control  system;  825S  of  those  cheekt^  ha-ire  had  control  oonnoci'ohs  which 
have, 'been. gi’cvmded,  and  wi^  aircraft  bolts- vibrating  loose,  Alsb^sev'eral  .engine 
failures  have  occurred  in  a'^craft  .which  have  habitually'  carried ‘two -passchgors 
and-v1iero  tho-«,bngine  had^iii- excess  of- .700  opcraticnal  hours,. 


(1)  , That  several  additional  chebke  be  ■initiated'- during  the 

InWraedlatc  OTd;Poripdio  Inspections;  ‘  _  .  ' 

(a)  CothproBsiqn  chocks,.  '•  1. 

(b)  A  moro  vigorous  -oil'  analysis  .proiran,  ' 

■  . ,  -  ■  (c)'  A  hbro  thorough  chock  pf  all -8^tbnB»dufing'th'o  inter 

nodiftto  ihs^cWona,.  -j.'  '  ”  , 

(2) ,  That -tail  rotors,,  which  have  been  found  to  last  no -niTo 
than  400 : hours,  'bo  dye' penetrated  at  each  -PS  to  ;prp'clu_do' orAcks  froWi  going  uh- 


detected. 


(3)  That-  caitrol  systtas  be  chewed  .each  100  ha^. 


(4)  That  bolts  be  retorqued  after  rc^accnent  ,ond-chock<^  during'  • 

all  scheduled  and  unscheduled- laaintenancc,  .  -  i  .  '  .  .  . 

(5)  That  a  Korb  extinsive  Hi  be  wintained  to  preclud'e  loss  of-. 
avail-ability  due  to -c-irburator,.  generator  and  Ihoilpunp-f.ailurei 

(6)  That  011-23  aircraft  be  restricted  to  carrying  one  passenger  to 
reduce, 'load  on  engine  -and  prevent  early  engine  failui’os, 

vC.  Observation!  The  rifle  plato6n  org’nic;t6-thc-llth.Arxjcrat’,, Cavalry': 
Uegijr.ont’s  Air  Cavalry  Troop  has  been  used  as  a  long  range  reconnaissance  elcnent*. 
Under  the  staff  supervisicn  of  the  .rcginehtnl  S-2,  Icmg'ran'ge  rccoraiaissance . 
patrols  have. ere vided'tir.iely  and  accurate. inf omatibn  concerning  areas  of•opa^7 
ations*  However,  because  of  l^ufficicht  training  in  pa'trolLihg  technic:ucsi  lai^’ ' 
navigation,  .jungle  survival  and  helicopter  insertion  and  fraction  procedures 
for  thick  jt^gle'^  tka- regiment  has  had  to  send  n^bars.-6f.  the ■nar^ifle 'plqtobh  ■  - 
to  the  M/iUV  Kecondo  School.  Tho  necessity,  for  this  schbollng; and. -tlie  training  .  - 

of  the  pLatcwi  menbero  net  scut  to  tho  Recendo  school- has .neant  a-loss  of  .ut^- 
izaticn  of  tho  platoon  as  a  rccwinaissancc  elcnent.. 

Rceomendation;  That  Ranger  School  tr-a^ed- ptcrso-.nbl  be -provided  , 
for  utilization  in  the.  Air  C;ivalry‘ Troop's  acro-riflq  platan.  This  specialized 
training  u'ould  enable  the  pl.ato<m  to  be  cnplcyod  as  a  long  r.ango  reccnnalssance 
.elcr.ieht  ivith  a  niniaun  of  in-ccuntry  traihingi' 

d.  Otiscrv-atiiaii  The  TOE  for  the  Uth  Amrred  Caval^  Eegif.ont  dees  nof- 
providc  a  noans  for  clearing  supporting  fires,-.  At  the  rc^cnthl  level,  there  is  . 
no  authcrizcol  artillery  liaisen  section  to  Han!lle-artillcry.ta.ttcrs -and  the-co- 
erdinatien  -and  delivery  of  fires  during  operations .  Tho  re^.-ant,  during  Cpicr-  ■' 
atich  HiPCRIA,  occupied  four  fire  support  kiscs  and  had  feur'  artillery-  batteries 
supporting  tlroo  b-attalicn.  size  eporatiens,';  The-  54th  Artillery  Ctcup,  located  in 
Xuan  Loc  (TT4508).  .approximtely  12;!cilcReters  north,  of  b-asc  canp,  had  8"  .and 
175rri  artillery  in  support  of  t'nc  regnient's  eperatiens,.  Ih-ad'iiticn  to  the 
problcn  of  fire  support  coordination  fren  the  .widely  separated 'fire,  support  bases, 

-  there  was . additional  fire  support  coordination  required,  tb:n.aint.ain  sup]^t  of 
the  base  canp.  -  ‘ ■ 

RcccT-nondaticn:  That  a  fire  support  elcnent,  consisting  of  pna 
officer,  two  ncn-ca.Kiissionod  officers  and  three  radio-telephone  oporaters,  be 
authorizo<i.  -This  augpontaticn  would  give  the  reglncnt-all  .tactical  qpefatiens 
cwter  an  orwraticnal  lire  support  el<aaent  andwquld  allow -for  a  ncre’tiriely 
coordination  and  delivery  of  fires  in  support  of  piackhcrso'Baso.CcEp  and  reginen'k-. 
ai  operi-tiens,  ■  ■  ’ 

e, .  Observ-atfent  The  regibent  is  presently -shart  34 'A  arid  39' B  gun  • 
shield,  kits  for  tho  mi3-U.  I^dic-aticns  arc  that’  these  kits  will  not  be  ayrdl-  • 
able  until  Decenber  196?  or  January  1968, 

Reccr-moridatiens;  •  j 

(i)  Triat  ali'M113Al  shipped  into  RVTJ  -that  aire  to  be  used  .as-  • 
ACAV  bo  oquij^cd-with  tho-A-nhd  B  gun  shield  kits;  prior  to  shi'pacnt  ften  COOTS.- 

■(2)'  .That  US^V  take  action  to  .expedite . the  delivery- of  these  • 
kits  to  replace  existing  shortagosi  j 

tt.  Observation;  All'  resupply  to  units  at  the  Blackhprse  Base  Canp  . 
is  conducted  by  daily  wheeled  'vohiclo  conveys  Itot  long- BinK,  a  ^stande  of;  approx- 
ikatoly  67  kHccioters,  These  daily  ccrivcys  ccrisist  of  50  -to  60  yeliicies  and'  take 
tiffce-hiairs  to -ti^verse- National  R.cutcs -1  and  ,2.tb  the^basercarip,  at-Long-Giao 
.  (YS4396)  ■  •I’crsc-nli'ji  and  vshiolco. require. 48  H'.aurs  for  the  ^rgurid-trip  lf  they-aro 
st-atioubd.  at  the  liiackhorso  Bqso-Carip.  In  /ulditicn  .critical  c'mbat' power  is  , 
quirod  to  csoor’t  all- wheeled  'vehicle 'c^Vbys",  which  rcduhbs  ;tho  f ogkienV  s  oper-- 


aticnbl  capabilities  an-!  -t’/.s  (prcatljr  to  thc.nilea^c  of  trac>»i  vehicles,  A  Viet-- 
nameso  roilrcad,  which  is  operati-enai,  does  run  bctweai  I,cn«;',Binh  and  Jiian  Lee 
(Tr4509)»  which  is  12  Idlcneters  noi*th  of  the  11th  Arnored  Cavalry's  Blacldicrse 
'Base  Cnnp, 

ilccdvicndatirn ;  That  a  rayr^l  spur  be  caistructcd.  fbaa-the'-naiii 
line  cf  the  Leng  Binh/Xuan  Lee  raili'u-id  to  the  Blackhcrsc  Base  Caap  ard  that  the 
railread  be  used  for  ncvaacat  of  supplies  to  the  base  canp, 

g,  Cbscjvation;  The  o;x:raticn  cf  BLackherso  Base  Cmp  requires  a  laininua 
of  15  officers,  /I  HCO  rmi  'l/f2  Ei  above  the  TOE  strength  of  the  Uth  Arncred  Cr.v- 
airy  Ilccinent,  These  personnel  arc -necessary  to  carry  cut  the  responsibilities 
of  xastaUati'^  coordination  and  fer  the  safety  and  well-being  cf  all  units  and 
personnel  assigned  to  the  Blackhorse  Rase  Caap,  In  additicn,  to  the  regi^.ent,  these 
units  include  the  27th  J^ginoer  Battalitn  (C),  the''  7th-Surgical  Hospital,  tho  506th 
Supply  sirid  Scrvica  Cenpany,  the  551st  Li^t  K-antcnancc  Cenpany  and'  several  snaller 
imits,  "his  prcbl^  is  especially  critical  far  the  llth  iiraored  Caval^  Reginent 
.  as  it  is  the  only  seperato  brigade  or  rc^iient  in  Vletnaa  that  is -not  authorized 
a  support  b^.talicn. 

■Rcccmcndaticn:  That  sufficient  personnel  be  authorised 'the  llth 
Amcred 'Cavalry  Reginent  to  neot  Base  Gaap  needs  and- to  rrcclude  the  diversion  of 
I  cenbat  strength  fer  this  purpose. 

.tu  Observation;  Tho  39Gth  Transportaticn  Detaefcent  (CKFli)  is  staffed' 

;  to  provide  naintennneo  support  for  26  UK-i  type  helicopters,  Tho  llth  Aracred 

Cavalry  has  48  helicopters  assigned,  As-the  heiicoptoro  cf  the  llth  Aracred  Cav¬ 
alry  Reginent  bccdfie  older  the  ancunt  of  direct  support  naintenanoe  has  increased, 
and,  under  present  cenditiens,  requires  evaouaticn  of  more  and  itscre  helicopters 

■  to  Viuig  Tau  for  mnintcnmcc,.  This  increases- down  tine  of  helicopters  and  causes 
a  lower  availability  rate.  Additionally,  no  avionics  cr  cmanents  support  is 

!  available  within  the  392th  Transportation  Detachnont. 

RoeoriP.cndat  j.oH ; 

(1)  That  a  second  naintcnfuicc  dotacVi.ioht  bo  assigned  to  the 
llth  iimered  Caval^  Rcgtoent  thereby  providing  the  proper  level  of  direct  supj^rt 
naintonaheo  in  the  density  of  aircr.-ift  suppartotl, 

(2)  That  an  Avionics  teen  iind  an  /inuinont  tcan-bc  attached  to 
the  398th  Transportation  Detaohnent  for  direct  support  of  rogtoentd.  aircraft. 

These  two  tenns. would  enable  the  Maintenance  '’lOtaohnont  to  provide ■  one  stop 
.  i^ntqnanco  sqrvido  at  Blackhorse  Base  Cinp  thereby  ja’cclurting  evacuation  ol*  air¬ 
craft  to' Vung;Tau  which  norm-ally  causes  a  delay  in  ay.ailabiiity  of  at  least  48 
;  hours, 

i,  Oiisorv-ation;  -  ,  ' 

(1) '  Tho  Airfield  Traffic  Advisory  handles  between  250  .and  800  opera- 

tions  a  day, 

(2)  Both.FM  and  VHP  rallies  are  required  for  7^  Traffic  Control  and, 
flight  foL  .owing  service. 

!  ■  ,(3)  An  adocuato  dependable,  pwer 'souroo  is  needed  for  continuous 

oporatio«  and  prevention  of  surging,  and  biwing  of  radios’i 

i  '  '  *  '  *  '  ’  ■ 

j  ,'(4)  Adequate  trained  porconnol  !»o  r.oqu^od.  TcMor  porsciincl  raust 

.  be. wo^  rostcil  juid  alert-fo  jrovido  a  safe  ii'ew  of  traffic, 

I  .  (5),  Firo  .crews  should  have,  iropbr  wearing' sapparcl  to  fight  aricraft 

■  ' '  flrcp*,  .  '  ■  '  .  ,  ■  , 

Rocanmondntlnnt  ,  I  ■■ 

‘  ■  ’  ■  ■  ■  •  ■  •  '  i  -  •  *  ■ 

.  •  (l)  That,  the  AN/TSQ-VO,  wHich-h-as  bijeh-programpd  for'Sopfcombor  67», 


■  I 


be  utiUzt-'l  for  air  traffic  control  in  the  fielt’.  an:!  backup  control  at  the  base 
ccnp. 


(•2)  That  VHF  and  rll  radios  be  authorized  for  the  tewer,  rocmental 
fli^t,  operations  and  maintenance.  The  towur  rat'dos  are  required  for  air  traffic, 
control  and  flight  following.  The  flight  oporatiens  ratU  o  is  required  for  monitor¬ 
ing  thd  tcMcr,  changing  missions  arel  diverting  aircraft,  RI  radio  is  needed 
•in  naintenonce  for  alerting  a  special  crew  for  aircraft  recovery,  advising  iKan- 
tenance  of  mechanical  failures  and  enabling  maintenance  to  provide  advice  to  correct 
failures  when  they  oqcurr  and  to  be  able  to  transmit  essential  infcrmatich  such 
as  engino  pressure  and  temprature  reading, 

(3)  That  a  100  kw  generator  and  a  rectifier  to  conrorb  the  power  to  . 
DC  and  capablo  of- carrying  at  least  100  amps  be  authorized, 

ik)-  .That  four  trained  tewCT  oporators  be  -authorized, 

(5)  That  fire  crews  be  given  aircraft  fire  fighting  clothing  ..and  an 
oxygen  capability  so  they- would  bo  able  to  get 'to  the’ aircraft  in  case- of  fire. 


ATOS-I'B  1st  Ind'  .  '  .  .  . 

oUBjilCT:  Operotional  Report-Leseons  Learned  (CS  FOR  -  65)(1  May  1967- 

51  July  1967)  ’  '  .  '  '  ■  ' 

HEAK^i'SRS,  9!rH  HJFAmY  LIVISIOH,  APO  San  Francisco '96570" 1907 

TO:  Commanding  General,  II  Field  Force,  Vietnam,  APO  San  Fran'cisco  96226 

1.,  This  Headquarters  has  revieved  the  Operational .Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  51  July  I967  from  Headquarters,  11th  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiments  -  .■ 

2.  This  Headquarters  concurs  vdth  Section  il,  Commanders  OJiservadions 
and  Recomnondations ,  vdth  the  follovdng  exceptions:  ;  -  •' 

a.  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  la  (2),  and  ia  (4):  Hchconcur. 

This  is  the  "00-  the  wliole  show"  concept.  Staff  and  nil  radio  nets  (air, 
ground,  artillery,  etc.)  should  be  employed  to  increase  breadth  of. unit's 
capabilities  and  effectiveness.  T!ds  "one  man  show",  concept, is, inadequate 
to  handle  a  rerl  combined  arms  operation.  Too  many  agencies  on  the,  command 
net  cause  congestion  and  confusion.  I-ropcr  command  and  staff  techniques 
should  be  followed^  ,  ■ 

b.  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  2.b  (6):  Nonconcur.  pE25' 
aircraft  are  designed  and  are  capable  of.  carrying  two  passengers.  Enfiy 
engine  failures  are  primarily  caused  by  over  boosting  the  OH25  engine. 

These  over  boosts  are  normally  caused  by  pilot  inattention  to  weight  and 
balance  computations  in  relation  to  high  density  altitude  operations  . 
resulting  in  the  0R25  helicopter  being  over  maximum  authorised  v/eight. 

5.  This  Headquarters  v?ould  like  to  further  emphasise  the  'follovdng 
pcragi'aijhs  of  Section  II:  .  • 

a.  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  2d:  Concur.  If  llth  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment  is  to  conduct  RegiMental/Bri^,ade  (as  opposed  to  separate 
squadron)  operations,  a  capability  for  fire  support  planning  and  coord¬ 
ination  is  required. 

b.  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  2g:  Concur,  headquarters  of 
tactical  units  become  over  burdened  vdth  I'roblems  of  base  development  and 
base  defense  while  concentrating  on  opemtio^.s  in  the  overall  tactical 
area  of  responsibility.  Eov/ever,  it  is  an  inherent  responsibility  of  the. 
Iieaduu.arcers  concerned  to  justify  organization  of  provisional  headquarters. 

iX)H  TDS  C01’ijy\lfi)i®:  ■  •  ■  . 


AW30-BE~il  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operationeil  Report-lessons  Learned,  HQ,  11th  Arr.ored  Cavalry 

Regiment,' 51  July  ^^6^  (RCS:  CSFOR-65)  (u) 

m.  na  ’II  FFORCEY,  APO  San  Eranodsco  96266.  8  NOV  1967 

.EIRU;'  Commanding  General,,  U3ARV,  ATTR;  Ai/HCC-DH,  APO  96375 

Commondor-In-Chief ,  IIS  Army  Pacific,  ATTH:  GPOP-OT,  APO  9^558 

TO;  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Arry,  Washington,  D.C.  205IO 

1.  ,(c)  This  headquai-ters  has  revie:;ed  the  attached  report  and  concxn?s 

v;ith  the  comments  and  recommendations  with  the  following  exceptions; 

a.  Reference  Section  I,  paragraph  7  h  (5)':  ^he  Command  Dead¬ 
line  Reports  submitted  weekly  duidng  the  reporting  period  by  this  unit 
do  not  indicate  an  excessive  deadline  rate  for  HIIJAI  vehicles.  Tisre 
have  been  instances  ivhcn  engi,nes  for  these  vehicles  were  out  of  stock, 
but  not  for  an  excessively  long-time.  iiACV  Directive  355“20,  I5  Sep 
66,  Subject;  Logistics  Sujninary  (RCS:  LOGSIE'l)  establishes  a  15/^  deadline 
rate  as  a  critical  point  for  this  item.  This  unit  has  maintained  a  dead- 
.line  rate  below  15/^. 

'  b.  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  2  e;  The  shortage  of  A  and 
B  gun  shield  kits  for  the  KI15AI  results  from  the  equipping  of  vehicles 
not  authorized  this  equi.pment .  Additional  kits  ar-e  scheduled  to  arrive 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1968. 

c.  Eefcjrence  Section  II,  paragraph  2  f;  TIds  headquarters  does 
not  support  the  recorimendation  to  build  a  railroad  spur’  from  j(uan  loc  to 
Blackhorso.  lACV  Directive  55-9t  25  Jvme  I966,  Subject;  Joint  liACV/USAID 
Railroad  Coordinating  Committee,  states  that  v/ho3?e  valid  .requirements  exist 
for  rail  lines  for  exclusive  b'S  military  use,  these  lines,  must  be  funded 
by  US  military  activities.  Considering  the  sliortage  of  US  assets  in 
South  Vietnam  and  high  priority  requii-enents ,  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  to  service  a  small  coiiimunity  such  as  Blackhorso  is  not  justified. 
US  improvements  or  additions  to  the  transportation  system  in  Vietnam 
should  fit  into  overall  Vietnaiaese  plans.  This  headquarters  is  not  av/are 
of  current  or  future  Vietnamese  plans  to  build  a  railroad  south  from 
Xuan  Loc. 


2. 

report. 


(C)  The  follo^/ing  comments  amplify  referenced  portions  of  tho 


a.  Reference  Section  I,  paragraph  7  b  (1);  A  new  28  day  cyclic 
menu  was  recommended  during  the  Ist  Logistical  Command  Pood  Service  Con¬ 
ference  held  in  August  19^7*  It  was  indicated  that  upon  consumption  of 


!« 


AVEBC-RE-H  2d  Ind  8  NOV  1S67 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  ilQ,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment,  5I  July  I967  (RCS;  C3PCa-65)  (u) 

excess  "B"  subsistance  items  all  issues  v/ill  he  "A"  rations  except  those 
"B"  items  issued  to  satisfy  rotational  requirements. 

h.  Reference  Section  I,  paragraph  7  d:  Saigon  Support  Command 
has  requested  that  this  unit  notify  them  in  siting  of  specific  instances 
of  poor  laundry  service.  This  is  the  correct  method  of  initiating,  cor¬ 
rective  action. 

c.  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  2  h;  This  headqixarters  con-r- 
cui's  uith  tliG  recommendations  in  the  report  ^d  the  comment  in  paragraph 
2  h  of  the  1st  Indorsement.  The  recormjcndations  in  paragraph  2  h  (I)  - 
(5)  should  he  reported  tlirough  naiJitenance  channels  hy  submitting  Equip¬ 
ment  Improvement  Repoirts. 

d.  Reference  Section  II,  paragraph  2  c:  Although  Ranger  School 
at  Fort  Benning  wald  he  beneficial  for  long  range  patrol  personnel,  the 
1'IA.CV  Racondo  Scliool  at  llha  Trang  would  continue  to  he  an  ihepuntry  trainr 
ing  requirement. 


Cl 

B.  .M.  McGE*-?n  ' 
CPT,  /nr 


FOR  THE  GOH'IARBER; 
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AVHGC-DST  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  1967 

HEAD-QUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  1 9  DEC  1967 

TO;  Conunander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GaPOP**DT, 

APO  96558 


1,  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviev/ed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  31  July  1967  from  Headquarters,  11th  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment  (AY6A)  as  indorsed, 

2,  (C)  Pertinent  comments  follov;: 


a.  Reference  item  concerning  cyclic  menu,  section  I,  page  15,  para¬ 
graph  7b(l):  Concur,  Fresh  neats  and  vegetables  are  being  provided  vfhersver 
and  whenever  physically  possible.  The  menu  has  recently  been  revised  and  the 
majority  of  the  B  type  components  have  been  removed,  Err.ergency  feeding  stock 
is,  hov/ever,  necessary  and  it  must  be  rotated.  This  rotation  is  accomplished 
by  only  11  meals  of  the  28  day  cyclic  menu, 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  maintenance,,  section  I-,  page  15,  para¬ 
graph  7b(3),  and  2d  Indorsement,  paragraph  la:  Concur  vdth  comment  at  2d 
Indorsement,  paragraph  la,  APC  deadline  for  this  unit  is  well  below  MACV 
standards.  As  better  demand  data  is  accumulated  the  PLL/ASL  vdll  be  more  valid 
and  further  reduce  repair  parts  shortages, 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  laundry  service,  section  I,  page  15,  para¬ 
graph  7d;  Concur,  Action  has  been  taken  through  the  1  st  Logistical  Command 
laundry  and  bath  officer  who  will  coordinate  with  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment 
and  the  US  Army  Procurement  Agency  to  correct  the  situation, 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  headsets,  Hl6l/U,  section  I,  page  15, 
paragraph  7b(2)(b):  Concur,  Efforts  are  being  made  to  expedite  shipment  of 
these  headsets, 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  signal  repair  parts,  section  I,  page  15, 
paragraph  7b(2)(c):  Concur,  This  headquarters  is  avjare  of  the  problem,  DA 
has  been  advised, 

f.  Reference  item  concerning  coordination  of  air  strikes,  section  II, 
page  1,  paragraph  2,  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  2a; 

(1)  Comments  made  in  both  references  have  merit,  V^th  proper 
radio  discipline,  one  or  two  additional  subscribers  to  the  command  net  should 
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■AVHGC-DST 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  31  July  196? 
not  cause  undue  confusion  and  congestion, 

^  (2)  It  is  agreed  that  proper  command  and  staff  techniques  should 

be  followed  but  the  employment  of  Forv/ard  Air  Controllers  and  their  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  command  net,  or  "one  man  show"  concept,  should  rest  vdth  the 
commander,  ■ 


g.  Reference  item  concerning  employment  of  Vietnamese  National  Police 
section  II,  page  4,  paragraph  12;  Concur.  Action  concerning  deployment  of 
Vietnamese  National  Police  is  not  within  the  purview  of  Headquarters,  USARV, 
This  headquarters  has  notified  MACV  J-2  of  this  problem. 

h.  Reference  item  concerning  M548  cargo  carrier,  section  II,  page  5, 
paragraph  2a.  Comment;  ENSURE  and  MTOE  action  in  February  and  May  196?  ;vas 
taken  to  substitute  four  H548  carriers  for  four  5  ton  cargo  trucks  in  the 
transportation  section  of  the  Cavalry  Squadron  Headquarters,  Each  M548  vail  be 
fitted  with  a  pump  and  fuel  cell.  This  MTOE  is  no’w  pending  approval  at  DA, 

•  i.  Reference  item  concerning  TOE,  section  II,  page  6,  paragraph  2d, 
if  a  fire  support  element  is  required  at  Regimental  Headquarters  a  MTOE  should 
be  submitted  vdth  trade-off  spaces  provided, 

j.  Reference  item  concerning  A  and  B  gun  shield  kits,  section, II, 
page  6,  paragraph  2e:  Concur,  These  Idts  have  been  the  subject  of  General 
Of ficer correspondence  but  it  appears  the  issue  date  is  final, 

k.  Reference  item  concerning  railroad,'  section  II,  page  6,  para¬ 
graph  2f,  and  2d  Indorsement,  paragraph  1c;  Concur  vdth  remarks  at  2d  Indorse¬ 
ment,  paragraph  1c,  Priority  for  construction  of  railroad  spurs  must  go  to 
depot  complexes  and  ports.  Construction  into  a  tactical  base  camp  which,  may 
not  remain  in  the  same  location  is  of  questionable  value  and  must  be  given  a 
very  low  priority, 

l.  Reference  item  concerning  assignment  of  Ranger  School  trained 
personnel  to  the  Aero-Rifle  Platoon  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment, 
section  II,  page  6,  paragraph  2c,  and  2d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2d,  II  Field 
Force  Vietnam.  Ranger  personnel  can  be  requested  by  proper  annotation  on 
normal  requisitions  if  such  personnel  are  authorized. 
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AVHGC-DST 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Peilod  Ending  31  July  1967 

3.  (U)  A  copy  of  this  indorsement  •will  be  furnished  to  the  reporting 

unit  through  channels. 

FOR  THE  COmNDER: 


C.  S.  NAKATSUKASA 
Capimn.  A’GG 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 


cc:  HQ,  11th  Armd  Cav  Regt 
HQ,  II  FFORGEV 
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GPOP-DT(undtd)  4th  Ind(U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  the  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  July  67  from  Hq,  11th  Armored  Cav  Regiment 
(UIC:  WAY6AA)  (RCS  CSFOR-65) 

HQ,  US  ARMY,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  2  5JANi3G8 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 

Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D,  C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report 
and  forwarding  indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as 
indorsed. 

2.  The  MTQE  referred  to  in  paragraph  2h,  3d  indorsement, 
has  been  approved  by  DA  and  will  be  implemented  in  February 
1968  by  USARPAC  General  Orders. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CPI,  AGO 
As3't  AQ 
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First  Platoon,  Troop  K,  3rd  Squadrcn,  Uth  Armored  Cavalrj',  commanded  by  Lt 
lilchael  Boyd,  was  conducting  a  normal  resupply  run  along  National  Routs  1  fToa  the- 
SEA  RAY  Rock  Quarry  to  the  junctim  on  National  Route  1  and  Interproyincial  Rciite 
2  on  the  morning  of  Sunday  21  liay  1967.  Shortly  before,  the  platoon  had  completed 
clearing  Poute  1  for  mines  and  VC  activity  bet:;ccn  GIA  RAY  Rock  Quarry,  where  the 
■bulk  of  Troop  X  was  providing  security  for  an  element  of  the  595th  Engineer  Com¬ 
pany,  and  SUOI  CAT  village  to  the  west.  This  distance  of  approxinately  6  kilcaeters 
had  proved  in  the  past  to  bo  the  stretch  of  road  most  generally  interdicted  by  VC 
activity.  The  clearing  operation  had  proved  uneventful,  and  the  platoon  had  re¬ 
turned  to  GIA  RAY,  picked  up  the  troop  mess  truck  and  an  Qigineer  jeep,  and  proceed¬ 
ed  down  the  cleared  route  through  SUOI  CAT  village. 

Ifhen  passing  through  SUOI  CaT  none  of  the  members  of  the  platoon  noticed 
anything  cut  of  the  ordinary.  The  usual  civilian  traffic  was  on  the  road, 
farmers  were  tilling  their  fields,  and  children  were  waving  to  the  troop-ers  and 
begging  for  candy.  The  advance  guard  cleared  tho  village,  crossed  tho  bridge 
over  S0!IG  E\I  stream  (Sec  figure  l),  and  moved  vest  vdthout  incident.  Tnc  main 
body  folla-;ed,  deployed  as  shewn  in  figure  2, 

Tho  first  indication  of  danger  crxie  suddenly  at  about  OS5O  hrs  when  the 
advance  guard,  about  6OO  meters  ahc^id  of  the  main  body,  ^;ao  cresting  a  slight 
ridge  2  kilcaeters  i;est  of  the  bridge.  Tho  lead  ACAV  was  suddenly  hit  from 
tho  right  flank  idth  a  75nn  recoilioss  rifle  round  that  penetrated  tho  vehicle 
and  set  the  vehicle's  basic  load  of  ammunition  ablaae.  The  two  machine  gunners 
arid  tho  grenedier  iEutodiately  at-andened  tho  ACAV  with  their  individuol  weapons  and 
hit  the  nearest  ditch.  SSG  Pittman,  the  rehicle  colander  and  acting  platoon 
sergeant,  barely  had  enough  time  to  hurriedly  give  a  radio  call  of  "ambush,  ambush, 
afibush"  to  the  platoon  before  he  and  the  driver,  SPR  Steidl,  were  forced  by 
exploding  amunition  to  abondea  the  flaming  ACAV.  Prior  to  leaping  from  the 
vehicle,  hov;jvor,  SSG  Pittami  had  cncugh  presence  of  mind  to  sc-isc  a  number  of 
hrjid  grenades  fTca  the  ACAV.  Likewise,  SPA  Steidl  quickly  dismounted  mo  of  tho 
side  mounted  lf-£0  machineguno  from  the  ACAV  and  began  to  lay  dcim  a  heavy  volume 
of  suppressivo  fire.  K-11,  the  ACAV  fclicwing  K-10,  stopped  long  enough  to  take 
aboard  SPA  Brush,  SPA  Royball  and  FFC  Pu^isi,  tho  crew  members  who  had 
abandoned  K-10  about  100  meters  cast  of  tho  point  v/hero  it  had  finally  cone  to  a 
haj.t,  K-il  then  fought  its  way  through  tho  main  part  of  tho  ambush,  by-passitig 
the  gutted  K-10.  SSG  Pittman,  after  dropj-ing  frem  his  flaming  vehicle,  saw  a 
group  of.  five  VC  in  nixed  black  pajama  and  fatigue  xmiforms  approxinatoly  25 
meters  to  tho  northwest  of  his  position  and  cngngdd  them  •■■dth  grenades,  Ko. 
sow  several  bodies  fly,  but  had  na  time  to  count  VC  casualties,  as,  in  his  v;ords, 
"bullets  i/crc  flying  cverywhorc".  Pittman  ducked  behind  tho  left  sido  of  his 
vehicle  and  spotted  three  "C  armed  with  rifles  behind  a  slight  rise  about  20 
meters  to  his  south.  He;  greuaded  them  and  tiumed  to  see  2,  more  VC  crossing  tho 
road  to  his  rear.  Ho  also  grenaded  them  and  saw  then  fall.  Pittman  then  threw 
several  more  grenades  to  all  sides  to  neutralize  ajiy  more  who  night  bo  nearby, 

% 

As  soon  as  the  load  vehicle  v;as  hit  by  rccoillcss  rifle  fire,,  a  huge  volume 
of  rccoillcss  rifle,  mortar,  RFG-2,  automatic  weapons,  and  small  arms  fires 
erupted  from  both  sides  of  the  road  agdnst  the  entire  length  of  the  column. 

The  rear  of  tho  column  had  just  deaf  od  the  bridge  ov-sr  SONG  R.AI  stream  when 
•it  was  hit,  Tho  main  body  of  the  column  extended  from  SONG  R.\Y  stream -to  tho 
west  a  distance  of  aboat  1  kiloneter.  Dust  conditions  were  so  bad  that  tho 
vehicles  had  been  forced  aliaost  100  meters  distance  to  conserve  the-  visibility. 

The  platoon  loader's  ACAV,  K-16,  was  the  second  vehicle  in  the  main  body;. 

It  was. driven  by  Lt  Hendrickson,  a  platoon  leader  with  the  595th  Engineer 
Company,  which  manned  the  GIA  R.AY  Rock  Quarry.  Lt  Hendrickson  v;as  returning 
■to  LONG  GIAO  Baso  C,-jap  to  attend  to  personal  business  and  had  expressed-  a 
desire  to  drivo  an  ACAV.  K-16  followed  the  I'IA8^.3  Tank,  K-3A,  attached  to  the 
platoon  frea  Coapany  M,  3rd  Sqdn,  for  added  firo  support, 
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SirailiCTeously,  Lt  Boyd  the  Platoon  Loadci*,  heard  SSG  Pittr^^s  excited 
radio  aessago  of  "aabush,  arhush,  aabush"  'and  sav;  the  tank  ahead  of  hin  take  a 
hit  froa  a  rocoilless  rifle  cm  its  rieht  and  boccco  lost  in  a  cloud  of  snoko. 

The  crew  of  K-l6  watched  as  the  tank  fired  one  round  in  reply  fi-cn  its  90=a 
cannon  and  noved  on.  The  ta7f<  took  several  Koro  hits  and  bc£;.Ta  to  aiijlo  left 
on  the  road,  coedng  uo  a  halt  100  noters  wo  t  of  the  point  vihero  the  initial 
round  had  struck. 

.  The  Platoon  Leader's  initial  reaction  li-as  to  try  to  radio  the  four  trail 
ACAV's  which  he  did  not  tliink  were  yet  in  the  killing  zone.  Ke  instructed  then 
to  go  south  along  SOUI  RAY  strean  and  set  up  a  base  of  fire  i;hilo  he  attenpted 
to  fight  through  the  anbush.  Boj'd  did  not  imew  whether  his  trail  ACAV's  rccievcd 
his  nessago  since  he  did  not  receive  an  answer  free  any  of  then,  K-16  itself 
went  forward,  stepping  naucnt-arily  at  the  tank.  Thera  was- no  sipi  of  huiaan  activity 
at  the  tank.  Boyd  assuaicd  that  the  crerrf  was  either  dead  or  had  abandened  the  . 
vehicle,-  As  autenatic  weapon  -and  snail  ams  fire  was  starting  to  build  up  in 
this  area  fren  both  sides  of  the  road,  K-16  aovea  on  around  the  tank  and  continued 
went  on  the  rend,  Boyd  tried  to  contact  his  Troop  Heado.uartors  at  CIA  F-»Y  by 
radio  and  give  informtion  on  his  increasingly  desparate  situation,  but  by  -sane 
fluke,  his  radios  had  ceased  funotieming  at  this  critical  nenent. 

After  passing  the  tank,  K-l6  ndve<l  v:ost  for  abctit  60  noters  before  it  too 
was  hit  by  a  recoilless  riflo  round  frcti  the  left.  The  round  penetrated  the 
vehicle  directly  under  the  radio,  wounding  the  entire  creaf,  and  spinning  the 
ACaV  to  the  left.  Lt  Hendrickson  quickly  regained  ccntivl  of  the  vehicle  and. 

-aided  by  heavy  suppressive  fire  fren  the  two  side  counted  li-60  riachindguns-  canned 
by  SPA  Kacc  and  SPA  Shelton  and  the  fires  of  PFC  Henry  -and.  S?A  Pocrcan,  rarr.ed-- 
his  way  through  the  anbush  to  where  SSG  Pittran  and  S?4  Steidl  were  fighting 
beside  the  burning  K-10.  The  ACaV  sufferdd  two  core  reccillcss  hits  in  the  roar 
during  this  dash  which  farther  injured  the  crew  neebers.  Between  the  t.aiu  and 
K-10,  the  -crew  nenbers  of  K-l6  had  esuntod  no  less  than  six  rccoillcas  1^0:68 
vdth  crews  and  nuncrous  RPG-2  tcans.  .tU  the  Viet  Ceng  socned  to  -bn  dressed  in 
black,  and  all  appcareil  to  be  unccncomed  abcut  tho  firo  directed  agcalnst  thee. 

This  fact,  noticed  by  cany  survivors  of  the  platoon  gave  then  the-  iwpr«.ssion  that 
the  VC  were  "doped  up",  '  . 

K-16  halted  by  K-10,  picked  up  Pittnan  and  Steidl  and  overtook  K-U  vfhich 
was  still  roving  to  tho  west,  Boytl  hailed  the  .iCAV,  and  it  stopped.  Pittnan  '  ’ 
ncunted  K-11,  and  both  vehicles  then  turned  back  into  tho  anbus!!,  K-ll .  leading 
and  K-16  stop.oing  periodically  vMlo  Bcyd  sprayed  both  sides  of  the  read  with- 
his  caliber  50  nachinegun. 

■  The  rear  portion  of  the  ccltian  vms  also  undergoing  its  special  little  hell. 

V/ith  the  PLatocn  Loader's  loss  of  connunicatichs  and  the  Pl-atocn  Sergeant's 
loss  of  his  vehicle,  all  concerted  action  as  a  Platoon  ceased  and  the  fight 
degenerated  into  a  series  of  undirected  ac.bions  cn  the  part  of  single  vdiicles 
and  individuals.  The  Troop  K  noss  truck,  K-A,  followed  the  Pl.atcon  Lo-dor's 
aCAV,  In  it  wore  tho  driver,  PFC  Gregory,  and  the  TVoop  Hotor  Sergeant  SSG  Jackson. 

As  soon  as  tho  aebush  was  sprung,  Jackson  -a-nd'  Gregory  jueped  fresn  tho  truck 
with  their  M-l6  rifles  and  hit  the  ditch  to  the  south  of  the  ro-ad.  .T?icy  saw 
abcut  20  VC-  in  nixed  uniforms  kneeling  behind  sene  sballcw  mounds  a.nd  firing.  •• 

Tho  VC  seemed  to  bo  more  in^-rcsted  in  plugging  holes  in  the  truck  than  fifing 
at  Jaoksen  and  Gregory;  soae  of  tho  VC  v/orc  exposing  thenselves  unconcernedly 
and  firing  from  a  standing  position.  A  heavy  machinogpn  was  also  raking  the 
truck  from  the  woodlinc  to  the  south  of  the  road-.  Jackson  and  Gregory  fired  at 
the  VC  to  their  front  until  they  had  only  half  a-  clip  of  ammunition- left  apiece.. 
Between  them  they  had -dropped  sover.al.VC  and  tho  Inecciing  .fire  had  subsided 
sc-mevdiat  because  tho  heavy  inachino^  had  boon  ncutf-olized.  They  decided  to  rotwn' 
to  tho  truck  and  attempt  to  make  a  run  for  it,  ■  ‘ 
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Upon  Icr.vinc  tho  truck,  Gregory  hnU  forgotten  to  turn  off  tho  cngjmo,. 
Miraculously,  when  they  returned  to  it  tho  truck  was  still  opci’aticnol  and  the 
engine  running.  Ihcy  novod  dafli  the  road  thrrurji  a  h'lil  of  s:.nll  arao  fire  fer 
about  50  lactcrs  before  an  RPG-2  round  hit  the  truck  in  the  rdcidle  of  tho  flrivers 
seat.  &ogory  only  avoided  being  killed  because  he  was  hunched  dewn  in  the  scat 
in  order  to  avoitl  snail  ams  fire  only  his  eyes  peering  oyer  the  dash  board.  His 
flack  jadtet  protected  hin  fr«a  the  shrapnel  effect  of  the  blast,  but  ho  was 
stunned  and  lest  ccntrdL  of  the  vehicle.  It  vctred  to  tho  loft,  r<an  off  the  read, 
and  ccnc  to  a  halt  abcut  60  neters  to  the  loft  rear  of  the  tank,  Jackson  leaped 
fren  the  vehicle  and  tried  to  get  to  the  tank,  but  v;as  cut  dov.n  rlCaiy  between  tho 
truck  and  the  tank  by  Viet  Ceng  snail  ams  fire  fTca  the  south,  PFC  Gregory  • 
juaped  frraa  the  truck  and  as  ho  hit  the  ground  r/as  stihick  by  fire  ften  a  group 
of  VC  standing  about  20  neters  av/ay.  Ho  fell  to  the  ground^and  his  t5  caHber 
pistol  dropped  abcut  2  feet  froa  his  tody.  Still  alive,  Gregory  decided  that 
the  best  ccurso  cf  action  was  to  play  dead.  His  ordeal  cf  terror  hod  just  begun.. 

For  what  seened  to  hia  an  eternity,  PFC  Gregory  lay  beside  th  truck  as 
the  VC  fired  at  hin  and  the  truck  thinking  that  so  Icng  as  the  VC  wara  firing  in 
his  dirccticn  they  would  net  ccnc  over  to  detcrr.'ine  if  he  wore  still  alive. 

Finally  the  firing  ceased  ana  a  group  of  Viet  Ceng  approached  Gregory.  One  VC 
turned  Gregory  over  on  his  b.ack  and  calriy  Urea  two  shots  into  his  loft  side. 

He  was  already  so  nunb  vdth  pain  tint  he  did  not  react  physically  to  this  indi^ity- 
Tho  '’ict  Cong  then  sat  on  (h-egory’s  face  and  rifled  his  pockets  while  the  other 
VC  explored  the  traok.  As  luck  wculd  have  it,  the  truck  carried  a  55  gallon 
diun  of  CS  crystals  in  its  bed,  Scnctir.o  dui-ing  the  firing,  bullets  had  penetrated 
the  CS  drum  and  the  tear  gas  began  to  perincate  the  area  in  cverwhe^iing  waves. 

This  drove  the  VC  fren  the  area.  Gi’ogary,  because  of  his  Icni  position  was  net 
overly  bothered  by  the  tear  gas  funes  and  lapsed  into  unccnsciousness.  He 
awakened  slightly  and  half  renoribcrs  tlie  tank  firing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
truck.  He  was  rescued  by  tho  Troop  K  relief  force  about  20  ninutes  later. 

Tho  feur  rear  ACAV's  which  b<’re  the  brunt  cf  the  arfoush,  had  var3ring 
fortunes,  X-IA  stopped  behind  the  lualtci  2^  ten  truck  after  the  arbush.\<aming 
aiid  took  up  a  tci.iporary  firing  position  tc  the  left  facing  south.  K-IA  cculd  not 
close  upen  the  tank  to  the  direct  front  of  tho  2^  ton  truck  because  r-f  heavy 
rccoilless  and  SPG-2  fire.  Tho  ACaV  quicldy  sustained  an  P.FG-2  hit  cn  the  right 
side  <abcut  rdclway  cn  the  track.  Sgt  i)ickinsoa,the  vehicle  cor.xinnder,then  junped 
fren  the  TC  hatch  over  the  drivers  coninrwnt,  seising  tho  driver's  K-lt  and, 
disappeared  to  the  left  of  the  road.  His  body  was  Inter  found  riddled  by  snail 
arms  fire. 

SF.A  Ates,  the  driver,  and  PFC  Walker,  the  right  machine  gainnor,  by,  natural 
inclination  started  to  follow  Sgt  Dickinson,  but  were  Imcckcd  back  intc  the 
vehicle  by  a  second  RFG-2  hit.  V/alkcr  then  clinboii  into  tho  TC  hatch  ojv'  the* 
whole  crc\;  settled  dov.ai  to  the  business  at  bend.  The  initi.al  round  had  cone  frcsii 
tho  north  of  tho  road,  but  tho  nain  throat  seen  developed  to  the  south  as  tho 
crew  c.uld  000  Large  numbers  of  VC  milling  around  "nd  firing  snail  arms  -and  RPG-2's 
at  the  ACAV's.  There  wore  otill  nany  civilians  lying  prono  in  the  fie-ld  between 
the  two  engaged  forces.  One  of  the  most  startling  sights  was  throe  crkOll  babies 
J.ying  cn  a  blanket  under  a  tree  between  the  firing  lines.  The  group  of  VC 
that  had  initially  engaged  fren  tho  rij.’ht  had  shifted  to  tho  rear  of  the  coluan 
and  had  infiltrated  tho  village  of  SUOl  CaT  fren  which  they  fired, on  the  ACAV's 
with  snail  arms  and  Rrc-2's, 

AC'V  nunber  K-13  fcllov/itig  directly  behind  K-IA,  v.'as  hit  by  a  recciUoss 
rifle  in  tho  first  burst  cf  firing.  Tho  entire  crew  was  wounded  and  everyone 
disabled  except  PFC  ISLller,  a  machine  gunner.  Ho  v:as  iaiocked  inside  the  vehicle, 
and  as  ho  attempteu  to  get  up,  another  raoeilloss  round  hit  the  left  side  mounted 
naohinegun  and  knocked  it  off,  FEUer  found  a  box  of  hand  grenades  and  started 
throwing  then  in  an  arc  around  the  vehicle  to  prevent  the  VC  fren  closing  \d.th 
^  the  vehicle.  Ho  would  pop  his  hood  cut  of  tho  vehicle  just  long  enough  to  threw 
a  grenade  and  thdn  duck  back  into  the  vehicle  as  protection  against  the  intensive 
snrill  ams  fire,  lEller  savf  three  VC  lying  behind  a  nound  about  20  meters  to  his 
sf-uth.  Two  of  then  were  armed  with  rifles  and  one  carried  a  radio.  He  triei 
to  grenado  them  but  could  not  roach  then  as  his  right  arm  had  been  severely  injures 
by  shrapnoj .  Tho  ACAV  was  then  hit  again  by  a  reccilless  round  and  FEllor  Vfas 
blown  cut  of  tho  vehicle,  losing  consciounoss.  Tho  next  thing  ho  reaembers  is 
,  his  Troop  Cenraander  arriving  »vith  the  relief  force.  Ha  was  the  only  survivor  of  ■ 
ACAV  nunber  K-13. 
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ACAV  nuraber  K-17  an!*.  ACAV  nunbcr  K-IS  were  tho  last  two  vehicles  in  the 
colonn.  Sgt.  Leo,  the  vehiclo  cor.Tianier  of  K-17  received  Pittnan’s  tiessape  of 
"anbush,  anbush,  anbush",  just  as  ho  spotted  a  largo  nuiabcr  cf  VC  on  his  loft 
and  i^ettef’'  his  crow,  with  the  words  “VC  on  tho  loft".  The  crew  innodiatcly 
began  firing  right  and  left.  Lee  saw  K-IJ  take  its  initial  recoillcss  hit  in 
front  of  hin  and-  thinking  the  vehicle  lost,  cr.'ored  the  driver  PFC  Timborlakc 
to  nevo  on  through  the  anbush.  K-18  followed  K-17.  As  tho  two  ACAV's  passed 
K-14  firing  fren  its  position  to  the  south  of  tho  road,  K-18  sustained  a 
recoilless  hit  that  disabled  tho  vehicle.  It  ground  to  a  h'lt  directly  west  of 
K-14  -aid  took  scvc.  al  moro  recoillcss  hits.  .  There  wore  no  .suiadvcrs,  frnn  X-I8, 

K-17  kept  Moving ,  SP4  Force,,  ths  platoon  Kodic,  v;as  naAning  nachindgun. 

He  saw  VC  to  the  south  of  the  roatl  firing  saall  ams  -ani".  several  VC  behind  a 
bem  about  75  neters  frr.  the  road  firing  crow  serveil  automatic  weapons. 

Ho  engaged  all  targets  he  could  see  and  a?M  several  VC  fall.  Civilians  wore 
lying  all  over  tho  fields.  Tho  saall  ams  firo  was  oxtrenoly  heavy  and  accurate, 
causing  Force  to  fire  through  his  gun -shield  anl  allowing  hin  only  a  very  United 
view  cf  the  battleground.  In  Moving  a  distance  of  400  neters,  the  ACAV  was  hit 
4  times  by  RPG-2  rounds.  K-17  had  net  suffered  much  danage,  but  the  stoarnel 
frm  tho  last  blast  had  caused  Forces  nachinerun  to  malfunction  and  superficially 
wounded  most  cf  the  crovr  nonbers,  Tho  driver  halted  tho  ACAV  tchperarily. 

Force  applied  imedlate  action  tf>  his  weapon  as  SP5  Centers,  tho  platoon  ncchmic, 
provid.od  covering  fire  with  his  K-16  rifle.  Force  finally  gave  up  on  the 
nachinugun  and  grabbc-‘.  his  H-16  to  engage  the  numerous  .VC  to  the  south.  Over 
the  din  of  battle  Force  heard  SP4  Willi ansen,  the  right  machine  gunner,  cry 
"hand  no  .anno".  Force  handed  hin  a  box  of  7.b2nn  nachineguri  nnnunHion  bpt 
Willi.amscn  said  "no,  M-16",  His  nachine^ain  was  inoponablo  aisc,- 

Tho  driver  taeve'd  the  AC.tV  cut  through  tho  gaauritlot  agiln,  dc  l.ginp  and 
weaving  to  avoid  the  hail  of  anti-t"nk  rockets  directed  at  the  track.  Sgt  Lae 
was  still  firing  his  caliber  50  raachino.gun  to  the  left  and  right  of  tho  road, 
and  Force,  Willianspn,  and  Centers  were  blazing  away  with  their  rifles,  while 
SP4  Wheeler,  an  ex-cook  newly  assignc<l  to  tho  piitocn,  handed  then  .aimo  from 
inside  the  vehicle.  However,  K-17  kept  sustaining  hits.  Williarason  ^aas  hit  in  the 
stcnach  with  a  burst  of  shrapnel  frm  an  RPG-2  that  penotratc'i  tho  right  side  of  the 
track.  Finally  an  RrO-2  round  penetrated  the  driver's  cenp-irtnent,  killing  the 
driver,  Timbcrlake  and  Sgt  Lee,  Tho  ACAV  stopped.  Force  leaped  up  to  tho  top  of 
the  TC  hHoh  to  attempt  first  aid  on  Leo,  but  was  knocked  off  tho  track  by  another 
RPG-2  round  that  hit  tho  front  of  the  TC  cupola.  Ho  was  sU.ghtiy  wcunded  by 
shrapnel,  but  still  hold  grimly  on  to  hia  rifle.  He  tried  to  regain  the  aCAV 
but  could  not  because  of  tho  heavy  volnne  of  snail  aras  fire  directed  against  it. 
Force  crawled  into  tho  ditch  pyalloling  the  read  and  started  crawling  .south 
looking  for.  other  GI's,  Ho  hoard  the  ACAV-  take  at  least  throe  nore  RPG-2  hits. 
Force  reminod  alone  in  tho  ditch  desparatoly  hoping  he  would  not  be  disoovered 
by  the  VC  until  tho  relief  column  arrived.  Ho  -then  returric-.l  to  K-17  and  found 
Wheeler  still  alive  in  tho  vehicle  and  gave  hin  first  a.id.  Centers'  body  was 
found  25  motors  to  tho  rear  of  the  ACAV.  riddled  by  snail  arms  fire. 

It  had  initially  appeared  to  LT  Boyd  that  the  M4843  tank  K-34  loading  the 
nain  bo<ly  of  the  column,  had  been  critically  danagod  and  abandoned  by  its  cr>iw. 

This  was  far  from  tho  case.  The  taaik  was  a  little  late  in  getting  into  tho- battle, 
'.but  when  it.  <lid,  it  nado  its  irosonce  felt.  The  tank  orcw  had  .Just  received 
Pittman's  warning,  and  Sgt  l/rightj  tho  tank  connander,  had  notified  SP4  Blancarte,. 
tho  driver,  of  the  situation,  when  a  yoooillcss  round  hit  the-  TC  cupola  a  .rlancinr 
blow,  and  ddstrpyed  the  caliber  50  nachinegim.  The  tank  was,  ab  ut  400  neters  west 
of  SUbi  RiM  stream  at  this  time,  PFC  Loiselj,  a  recent  ropOLaoemont',  who  had. never 
been  uniler  fire  and  disdained  any.’real  VC  throat,  was  tank  loader,  He  was  riding 
'  on  the  tank  equipmeht  rack -and  wai  severely  wounded  by' the.  blast  frem  the -first 
.  rocoillasB  round. 


The  t-'-nk  rcplic.l  •.ith  ftno  round  of  90irj>j  crmnistor  firo  to  its  right  side 
and  continued  to  roll.  It  moved  another  100  meters  before  a  second  recoilless 
round  hit  the  un'lersidc  of  the  tank's  front  slope  and  knocked  Blsncarte,  the 
driver  unconscious.  The  tahk  rolled  to  the  left. of  tho  road  and  halted, 
Simultanecusly,  .a  third  ri'und  pentrated  tho  front  turret  laoeratinj;  tho  f.dce 
of  SP4  Nelson,  tho  gunner,  and  disabling  tho  coaxially  pounted  K-73  nvachinegun. 

As  Loisel  w.as'sevoroly  wcunded  and  lying  on  top  of  the  tank  wcijoscd  to  heavy 
small  .arms  fire,  V’tichtn-\nh.andlcd  Loisol  threaigh  tho  TC's  cupola  into  the  tank. 
Nelson  hcltxil  fit  loisol  into  the  rol.ative  security  of  the  gunner's  .seat -and  slid 
over  to  the  lo-af’tr's  pcsition  just  as  another  rocciUesa  rifle  round,  .took  the 
loft  r.angcfindor  cover  off  the  t.ank. 

By  this  time,  .all  the  t.ank  sights  were  inoperative  bec.ause  of,  recoilless 
hits;  Wright  cane  up  from  tho  T.ank  Comander's  cupola  and  s.aw  two  VC  at  .a  distance- 
of  about  100  meters  to  the  loft  rc.ar  cf  the  t,ank.  Thinking  th.at  the  tank's 
entire  firo  control  system  was  destroyce'.  ,  W;  i;;ht  used,  tho  only  weapon  available,' 
his  c.alibcr  A5  service  pistol.  Tho  results  were  prcflictable;  he  missed.  Nelson 
then  cane  up  with  his  erJibor  45  subn-achinc  gun  incl  emptied  two  clips  of 
ammunition  at  the  VC  ^-dth  no  greater  success  than  V/right;  At  this- time,  the 
t-ank  w.as  hit  by  another  recoilless  rifle  round  that  ■pierced  tho  turret  wounding 
Loisol  again. 

Loisol  became  hysteric-al  .and  lapsed  into  incoherency,  Wright  dropped  into 
the  turret  to  clicck  on  hin  and  noticed  th.at  the  90n.m  gun  light  switches  were  on,. 
Hoping  that  the  main  gun  ^ght  function,  Wright  yelled  to  Nelson,  "Let's  try  it", 
and  traversed  the  gam  until  it  priralled  the  s  uth  side  if  the  rc.ad  pointing  east. 
Wright  hit  the  switch  :\nd  tho  main  gun  fired.  Nelson  and  V/right  then  beg—Ji  to 
fire  south  of  the  ro.ad  from  oast  to  vfost  tr.avcrsing  tho  gun  slightly,  after  each 
round  until  they  h.ad  completed  an  arc  covering  the  south  of  the  read.  While  this 
transpired,  tho  t.mk  suffered  four  or  five  mere  recoilless  rifle  hits,  gno  of 
which  temporarily  blinded  Nelson  who  .just  kept  on  loaiiing.  W-'ight  was  firing 
from  his  TO  ovorridoj  however,  Loisul  .at  one  time  c.ano  oiit'  of  shook  long  enou.gh 
to  fire  two  rrimds  from  his  gunner's  switch. 

After  completing  this  m.ano\ivcr,  Wri.cht  cane  up  and’bog-n  to  cng.ago  targets 
of  opportunity.  About  125  meters  directly  to  his  west,  stnaight  ofuth  of  tho 
rc.ad  V/right  spotted  two  VC  with  a  57Kia  Recoilless  rifle  firing  .at  tho  tank. 

There  w.as  no  wy  for  him  to  aim  the  gun,  so  he  just  pointed  ■•au!  fired.  The' 
white  phosphor. 'US  round  landed  .ab  ut  50  motors  short,  so  V/right  rvade  a-visu.al 
adjustment  as  Nelson  loaded  a  oannistcr  ram.d  anf  fired  ag.ain.  Tho  gun  position 
was  destroyed,.  Tho  tank  then  received  two  more  rounds  cf  R?p-2  fire  from  tho  two 
VC  to  the  loft  rc.ar  that  V/right  and  Nelscr.  had  previously  eng.agod  with  their  pistol ' 
and  subnachinegun.  •  V/right  turned  the  main  gun  and  fired  two  rounds  of  cannister 
at  them.'  Tho  t.'nk  received  no  more  fire  fr.om  this  direction. 

Wright  could  not  sec  .any  GI's  on  tho  ro.ad  when- ho  looked  cut  of  the  t.ank. 
ivll  he  dauld  see  were  two  burning  ACAV's,  cno  200  meters  to  his  v/est  and  .another- 
300  meters  to  his  e.ast,-  Ho  .also  spotted  two  VC  at  .abcait  150  meters  dist.ance, 
crossing  the  road  to  his  east,  canying  a  litter.  He  ropo.ated  his  previfus 
maneuver  .and  fired  a  cannister  round  aa.d  had  tho  s.atisf’'cticn  of  seeing  the  VC  Vs 
and  tho  litter  go  flying.-  Tho  tank  fired  two  more  times-  with  uhkna-m  results 
in  the  general  direction  frem  v;hicb  it  h.ad  received  recoilless  rounds,  Bcfcra 
the  relief  column  arrived,  V/right  c  'uld  rcmcjibor  firing  his  45  pistol  .at  a  VO'  in 
the  ditch  75  meters  to  his  V/est,  When  tlio  relief  element  -arrived,  V/right  -and 
Nelson  saw  for-  the  first  time  SSG  Jackson's  bofly  ri.iw.ay  betwoeri  thcn.  The  t-ank- 
had  sustained  a  total  of  14  hits  from  recoilless  vfeapens,  -hot  including  numerous 
other  glancing  .hits  .an'l  near  misses.  But  tho  tank  waOLd  still  nui  .and  all  the 
crow  members  had  6urvivo<!  tho  battle,  although  Loisol  rlied  of  wounds  shortly 
•afterwari'.s. 
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As  the  b-^ttlo  progresaod  in  the  vicinity  cT  K-IA,  Sl’4  'fnlkor,  ncv.  naming 
the  enliber  50,  saw  a  VC  caliber  50  firing  at  the  truck  and  jeep  in  fx’cnt  of 
him  fretn  a  positicn  in  the  wocdline  to  his  souths  He  and  FFC  Fails  cn  the  loft 
H60  cnchinogun  took.it  under  fire  with  abcut  100  r'nmt'.s  apijce  and  silenced  it» 
The  crow  noticed  a  VC  of:icer  dressed  in  fatigue  shirt  and  cam'mlP.ago  trousers 
carrying  a  45  pistol  followed  by  ii  wenan  radio  oporatcr  emerge  from  the  woodline 
to  the  south.  As  both  Fails  and  'Jalkor  were  loading  their  .weapems,  they.  coQId  not 
fire,  and  the  strange  pair  quickly  failed  into  the  weeds  again,,  at  this  tine, 
the  VC  who  had  infiltrated  the  village,  opened  up  again  with  iirG-2' s  and  scored 
two  glancing  hits  cn  the  back  ranp  but  obtained  no  penetration.  In  quick 
succussicn  a  mortar  shell  scored  a  direct  hit  c»i  the  left  maohinsgun,  destroying 
it  and  wounding  SP4  Dickinson  the  grenalier  and  totna  loader,  .and  heavy  snail 
arms- fire  was  directed  at  the  vehicle  from  both  sides  of.  the  road. 


All  the  crow  nenbers  were  pinned  down  by  the  fire  and  could  net  operate 
their  weapons.  Sensing  their  opportunity,  four- VC  advanced  from  the  loft  and  3 
VC  advanced  frcia  the  right.  One  VC  was  dressed  in  an  ilRVN  unifem  ccnpleto  with 
wob  gear  and  steel  helaict.  Another,  the  le-vl  can  on  the  right  carried  8  M-26‘ 
hand  grenades  op  Ids  belt.  In  this  despar.ato  situation,  SPA  ,Ues,  the  vehiclo 
driver  roso  to  the  occasion.  Ehpleying  his  driver's  periscope,  he  thrust  amd 
K-l6  frean  his  hatch  and  fired  to  the  loft  and  rijjit  felling  several  VC  and  driving 
the  rest  back..  The  crew  returned  to  their  positichs  .and  resiii.^d  thO'b.attle. 

V/.alker  noticed  the  K-18  track  tluit  had  stalled  in  front  of  his  AC.vV  and  saw  a  -VC 
dressed  in  fatigue  tr;;uGors  and  black,  shirt  and  amjed  with  an  M-l6  climbing  on  the 
track,  ,  Ho  quickly  tore  him  to  pieces  with  the  50  caliber.  SPA  Hutchins  was 
still  .alive  and  fighting  bn  K-18  -at  this  time. 

A  strange  thing  then  hapgiencd.  Lt  Boyd,  having  hati  no  connunic.ations 
since  the  fight  began,  su'dcnly  came  over  the  radio  of  K-IA  loud  .and  cldnr,  saying, 
"move  cut,  novo  cutl,".  It  was  later  dotemined  that.Bryd  had  boon  talking  to 
his  own  driver,  .and  by  seno  ch-ance,  had  accidently  tr.ans.aatted  this  nossage. 

K-IA,  hwover,  quickly  cenplied,  but  Jncncdiately  took  a  rcccilless  hit  that 
penetr.atod  the  left  side,  wounding  both.F.ails  and  Walker,  The'  jiCAV,  however, 
moved  out  and  soon  took  another  hit  frc;n  the  loft  through  the  .•’rivers' s  conparthent 
just  as  it  .passed  the  tank.  Atos,  the  driver,  was  hit  in  the  h.and  .and,  foot  and 
tonpor.arily  lest,  control  of  tho  vehicle.  .It  svmrvo'.l  to  the  right,  but  Ates 
cuickly  rog.ainocl  control  and  sped  cn  down  tho  ro.a''.,  Vlalker  remembers  sboing 
Nelson  firing  his  subnaohinogun  .at  the  VC  as  K-IA  passed  tho  tank, 

K-IA  continued  down  the  road  spr.aying  tho  VC  lining  tho  rc.ad  an’  boldnd 
■tho  mounds  to  the  loft  and  right  of  tho  raad  with  nxchine  jlh  ind  K-16  fire, 

Tho  crov/  engage!  ono  group  of  8  VC  carrying  throe  HFD  liglit  machinorunfi  adth 
unknown  rs.sults.  Finally,  K-IA  was  cut  of  the  .ambush.  It  continued  slowly  west' 
on  the  road  for.  .another  few  kilometers  until  itp.ongino  quit.  As  the  crow 
loodwi  behind  them,  Lt  Boy!  pulled  his  ACAV  up  .dijoctly  boliind  them.  Ho  lo.aded 
tho  crew  on  ids  vehiclo  and  took  them  to  the  AU/il  LCX;  riispens.ary. 

The, Engineer  jeep  following  tho  K  '^roop  Moss  Truck  received  tho  v.'arning  of 
"ambush,  ambush,"  over  its  vehicle  mnuhtc;!, radio.  The  driver  PFG  Happen  decided 
to  make  a  run  for  it  even  though  numerous  VC  along  the  road  .and  behind  tho  lew 
mounds  booido  tho  road  were  firing  small  .arms  at  tho  jcop,  SFA  Cruz  was  riding 
"shottpm",  .and  SPA  Mend  vjao  imanning  tho  M-60  rilaohino  {jm  mounted  in  the  .re.ar 
of  tho  vehicle.  Both  men  sprayed  tho  sides  of  the  ■ro.ad  with  fire,  Tho  dust  .and 
smoko  on  the  ro.ad  wore- so  ho.avy  that  none  of  tho  jeep  occupuits  coulc)  see.  They 
nvadb  it  a  diotahoo  of  about  500  motors  before  a  recoillcss  round  hit  tho  right 
ftiont  cf  the  jcop  .and  smashed  it  into  .the  ditch  .at  tho,  right  of  the  ro.ad. 


Hoppon  was  killed  by  small  anas  firo  .at  this  time.  Cruz  and  Friend  were 
hurled  from  the  jeep  into  tho  adjacent  field',  .Ciuz  rocovorod  and  crawled  west 
in  tho  ditch  until  ho  was  .picked  up  by  Lt  Boyd's  ACAV  or.  its  initi.^.  run  through 
tho  ambush.  Kdend  was  dazed  when  he  was  thrown  from  tho  joop  .and  h,ad  seme  trouble 
regaining  his  senses.  Ho  went  to  tho  ro<ad  and  saw  on  ACAV  about  100  meters  to 
•his  west,  R?iond  tried  to  run  towards  it  and  saw  two  VC  behind  a-nouhd  of  dirt 
to  his  right  with  rifles  atood  at  him, .  He  hid  his  head  in.his  arm  and  ran  cn 
past  thorn.  Strangely,  the  VC  did  not  fire,  bqt  only  looked  at  rv-iend  bewildered, 
Mend  r.an  cn  a  few  feot  more  and  found  his  path  blocked  by  another  VC  carrying 
a  rifle  at  sling  arms.  As  ha  had .lost  his  rifle  when  tho  jeep  was  destroyed, 
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Mond  was  unanno-’.  except  for  a  hunting  kiiifo.  Ho  quickly  unshoathod  it,  idthcut 
loainG  stride  and  drove  it  into  the  VC*  s  belly  with  '•n  underhr^.  stroke,  Tlio 
VC  crunplod.  on  the  raid.,  and  fi'icnd  hurried  cn  until  he  found.  STU  Stcidl  stand- 
inc  beside  K-10,  firing  his  M'-60,  Stoi<a  and  iViond  vrcrc  also  picked  up  bj'  K-l6, 

Just  as  K-l6  .and  K-ll  h.ad  turned  back  into  the  .anbush,  several  of  the  crew 
menbers  of  Krl6  faintly  recall  soeinc  K~14  novo  p-aet  them  headinf  west,-  It 
appeared  to  chon  as  theurh  ail  the  crow  nonbors  wore  vjcunried.,  K-io,  Stoppinc 
to  fire  as  it  moved,  dam  the  raad  to  the  east,  soon  lost  si£;ht  of  K-ll,  K-lo 
picked  up  several  woundwl  anc’.  encaged,  .a  large  number  of  VC  cn  the  rc-ad,  Hendrick-- 
sen  rencnbsrs  passing  two  burning  AC.'V's,  the  ten  truck  "nd  the  jeep  as  he- 
drove  into  the  anbush.  Bqyd  v(.aa  still  -attempting  to  .roach  his  troop  hoadnuartors 
cn  his  r.adio  nd  was  c-alling  for  air  and  artillery,  but  he  had.  ncg.ativc- radio 
ct'ntact  with  .any<ne<  The  crew  sighted,  large  numbers  of  VC  firing  at  them  from 
beth  sid.Gs  of  tho  road.  The  VC,  dxessed  in  mixed  black  pajama  .and  fatigue  unifermB,- 
seemed  unccncornod  -and  moved  very  slowly  -aid  dell>'eratcly» 

K-l6  moved  to  a  position  slif  htly  east  of  the  tank,  whj.ch  v;as  eb'seured  by 
smoko  .and,  d.ust,  Kuither  Boyi!  nsr  Hendxickson  cculd  see  -any  sirns  of  life  at 
tiiis  point,  so  tho  decision  was  m,ado  to  turn  arcun*’.  .and  fight  their  'my  cut,. 

As  tho  ACAV  turned  arcund  a  rccoilless  renmd,  smashed,  into  its  side,  wounding  , 
Ecy’.'s  hand.  Directly  to  tho  front  of  the  -AC.W  Evyd.  spotted  a  recoilloss -rifle 
with  its  two  man  crcic  attcaptin.g  to  clcso  the  breech  on  the  weapon.  It  was  located 
just  off  the  ro.ad.  Day’,  had  lost  pewer  in  his  hand  and  could  not  fire  his,  c.al- 
iber  ,50.'  Hendrickson,  ioiadng  ho  had  to  .act  inaodio.tcly,  gaairiod  the  ACAV  .and 
ran  over  the  rifle,  crijshing  it  -and  its  crew.  He  spun  the  AC.iV  back  on  the- road 
and.  r-an  over  ,a  weUind.cd  VC  dressed  in  f.atigues  adio  v;as  d.r.ag.'-ing  himself  across  the 
highway,'  K-16  then  prooc-edod  West  throu.rh  hc.avy  sn.all  arms  .and  automatic  weapons 
fire  until  it  was  cle.ar  of  the  ambush.  K-16  continue!’,  west  until  it  pulled,  up 
behind  K-14;  The  wounded  orevf  was  lo.adcd  into  K-l6,  an'-l  it  moved  west  ag.ain  until 
it  mot  .--n  .JIVIJ  coluiTn  no.ar  the  junction  of  R.utcs  1  .and  2, 

As  K-ll  m'-vo '  devm  the  road  to  the  oast  .ahead,  of  K-16,  it  sust.ained  .scvor.al 
close-in  hits  fren  RiC!-2>s,  one  of  which  entered,  tho  re.ar  cf  tho  vehicle  .an"’, 
fdllod.  Si  A  Royball  and  PFC  Saenz,  V/hen  passing  the  t.ank,  a  VC  st‘ipi'>od.,  into  the 
ro-ad  and  firod  .an  RIC-2  round  ho.ad  on  into  tho  AC.iV,  Tho  round  penetrated  the 
engine  cenpartaent,  but  the  djrivor,  STU  Christi.anson  kept  gunning  tho  en.^ino, 
rolling  over  tho  VC,  Midway  between  tho  gutted,  hulks  of  K-i3  .and  K-18,  .another 
round,  struck  the  transmission  of  K-’l  -and  it  ground,  slwly  to  a  halt  just  east 
of  K-13,  During  his  ride  back  into  the  am'eush,  Pittn.an  had  flpally  contacted 
OIA  r.adio  relay  an’,  appr.aised  than  of  his  situation.  Ttes  was  net  tho  fir. at 
notificatioi  cf  anbush  that  had  been  rocoivoc!,  hewover,  .and  a  relief  force  vias 
already  on  tlio  way. 

i\o  sem  t\a  the  .iC.iV  h.altod,  the  crow  began  to  .ab.an''.cn  t!w  vehicle  ho.ading 
for  ewer  behind  r.  woodpile,  just  south  of  tho  ro.ad.,  Sm:.ll  .arms  fire  was  coming 
in  cn  tho  saall  group  fiocn  -all  directions,  but  i'ittman  rc.aliEcd  that  -stlv.ation  lay 
in  unloa.’lng  cn<j>ich  we.aprns  and  ammunition  from  tho  vehicle  to  make  a  fight  with. 
So,  while  Christiansen  soiacd  one  of  tho  side  mtasnted  >}-60*  s  and  lay  down  covering 
fire,  littnan,  STU  .■B’w.'irds,  SFA  Moline,  iPC  Fbglisi,  -•’nd  Si'A  Brush  throw  emmun-, 
iticn  boxes  fren  tlio  ACAV  to  tho  woodpile. 

Then  tho  six  men  settled,  dam  fer  a  last  stand.  One  M-60  was  pcsiticned 
cn  the  right,  covering  soithwost;  th..  other,  on  tho  left,  covering  northwest, 

Tho  remaining  four  non  Lay  between  tho  nactoc  gains  ivith  rifles,  Tho  onc,ay  cculd 
not  be  seen  very  clearly  but  tho  small  .arms  fire  directed  at  tho  six  GI’s 
was  ho.avy  and.  accurate,  VJhcnever  a  VC  firing  position  cculd  be  sec-n,  Fittman 
directed  his  men  to  fire  on  it  with  all  they  had,  luckily  there  wero  no  VC  to 
tho  o.ast  of  them  and  they  could  direct  the  entire  .attention  to  the  west.  The 
small  group  feaight  a  tc-uch  -and.  go  battle  for  about  20  minutes  before  VC  fire 
began  to  slack.  Seen  aftcn-f.ards,  the  first  elements  of  tho  relief  frree  ni’rivod  ■ 
■’nd  their  fight  was  ever. 

In  retrospect,  it  cannot  bo  s.aid  th-at  the  platoon  would  have  been  s.avcd  if 
cort,ain  things  were  done  differently,  but,  after  investigatiqa  two  points  .arc, 
worthy  of  d.isoussion.  Number  one,  the  oloments  of  tho  pl.atoon  lost  r.adJLc  cem- 
munications  with  each  ether  .and  ceased  fbnoticning  as  a  il.atoon.  Also,  tho 
platoon  lost  ccmmunications  with  its  trcop  hoadquartors.  It  -was  only  by  ch<anc6  ■ 
that  Lt  Boyd's  voice  came  over  tho  troop  not  at  0910  excitedly,  saying  "hard  right, 
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hard  rights  novo '-out!'',  Lt  Buit,  the  troop  exec,  spaculatcd  frcn  the  highly, 
excited  tone  of -his  .voicb>  and  the  fact  that  he  had  no  other  coar.-unicaticri  with 
hiffl,.  that  Boyd, was  in,  an  nnbusht  On  this  basis  alone,  Captain  Hoftoan,  the  K  , 
Troop- Conraander,  ocemitted  his  -other  two  platoons  as  a  relief  force,  Perhaps, 
if  SSG  Pittnan,  the  acting  platocsi  sergeant,  had  been  riding  in  K-17  the  platoon 
sergeant's  vehicle  with  its  dual  radio  capability,  he  could  have  notified  his 
troop  hcadqiiarters.bf  the  situation  earlier.  As  it  was  the  fight  had  been  going 
on  seme  15  to  20  minutes  before  Captain  Hoffman  received  hotificatich  and  committed 
his  relief  force, 

V 

Number  two,  both  .fittnan- and  Boyd- were .at  the  head  of  the  column.  There, 
was  no  strong  directing  hand  among  the  four-roar  ACAV's  who  took  the  'na;irity 
of  tho  "casualties.  If  Pittman  had  been  with  the  main  body  rather  thrui  the  ad- 
vanbe  guard-  (no  pLa'co  for  a  platoon  sorgeant  in  tho  first  pl-aco),  ho  night  havo 
boon  able  to  organize  than  and  eoor'linato  their  fanneuver,  Hewevor,  the. Battalion 
(+)  size  ambush  and  tho  liugo  volume  of  anti-xarmbr,  weapons,  emplcyod  by  the  VO  in 
what  was  basically  an  ambush  by  fire  wcul.d  probably  still  h-'.vo  overcome  any  action 
tho  platocn-'Biight.have  taken. 

The  ambush  in  itself  was  thoroughly  planned  and  deyastatihgly  ^bcuted  by 
'the -VC.  Against , a  singlo  cavalry  pOLatorai,  unsupported  by  cither  air,  artillery  , 
■or  ft.iondly  ground  forces,  tho  result  was  a  foregone  ccnclusicn.  Ihat  as  many  men 
survived,  as  did  is  a-tributb  -to  the  courage  and  initiative,  of  the  ^dividual 
American- soldier. 
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SGT  Ifright 
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LT  Boyd  (Pit  Ldr) 

LT  Hendrickson  (Phgr) 
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SSG  (Jackson 
PPC  Miller 
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SP4  Walker 
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PPC  Houser 
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PiC  Stanley 
PPC  Miner 
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SGT  Lee 
.  SP4  Force 
PPC  Timbcrlake 
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.  S?4  Wheeler 

K-18 

-  SGT  SL-apsen 
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SP4  KcVJhcrtcr 
S?4  KatchiJ.is 
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